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One of the Greatest of Living Scientists Discusses Evolution and the Bible 


Hi once said: “The ever-recurring tragedy 
in the realm of science is a beautiful theory 
killed by an ugly fact.” Christians might paraphrase 
this to read: “The ever-recurring triumph in the 
realm of science is an ugly theory killed by a beau- 
tiful fact.” For example, Evolution. 

One of the greatest scientists of our day is Sir 
Ambrose Fleming, Kt., M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S. Among 
his many honors he is Emeritus Professor of Elec- 
trical Engineering of the University of London; 
Honorary Fellow of the Society of Engineers, Lon- 
don; Honorary Member of the Society of Engineers, 
Liege, Belgium; Honorary Doctor of Engineering, 
University of Liverpool; Corresponding Member of 
the Royal Philosophical Society of Glasgow; Presi- 
dent of the Victoria Institute, or Philosophical 
Society, of Great Britain. 

Yet Sir Ambrose, because he is a true scientist of the first rank, 
believes that Organic Evolution is a false and unscientif< theory. 
When the Editor of THE SuNpAy ScHoot Times wrote him 
recently, asking for articles telling why, as a scientist and a Chris- 
tian, he cannot accept the theory of Evolution, Sir Ambrose replied : 


I shall be pleased to do it for you, as I am strongly of opinion that 
much of the materialism and unbelief of the present day is due to the 
insistent propagation of this unproved and unprovable theory of 
Organic Evolution amongst young and old. Many of the English 
clergy are obsessed by it, and you can see the results in that very 
astonishing document recently published, called Doctrine in the Church 
of England, in which the cardinal miracles of Christ are dismissed as 
questionable in fact. 


Sir Ambrose Fleming has been for more than fifty years closely 
connected with the introduction into Great Britain of the epoch- 
making inventions of the Telephone, Incandescent Electric Light- 
ing, and Wireless Telegraphy. For more than thirty years he 
acted as Adviser to Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Company. His 
most important invention in connection with wireless telegraphy 
was the first form of Thermionic Valve, for which the Royal 





Society of Arts, London, awarded him in 1921 their 
highest distinction—the ALBERT MEDAL. He has re- 
ceived many other medals of highest honor from 
societies in Britain and America. 


This, then, is a glimpse of the scientific genius and 
discoverer whose four articles, to appear exclusively 
in THE SuNpDAy ScHoot TIMEs this autumn, will 
make one of the richest contributions to the subject 
of Science in relation to the Bible that any Christian 
journal has ever had the privilege of publishing. 
Discussing “The Speculations of Science and The As- 
surances of Scripture,” Sir Ambrose has written on: 


Science—True and False 

What is the Theory of Organic Evolution? 

The Divine Origin of the Bible 

The Contrasted Creeds of Scripture and Science 


In these articles by Sir Ambrose he begins by making very clear 
and simple for the layman just what the word Science properly 
denotes, and explains the difference between scientific observation 
and scientific experiment. He shows the vast value of true dis- 
coveries and then, in contrast, the wholly uncertain value and 
constantly changing character of scientific hypotheses, one of which 
is that of Organic Evolution. 

He then explains what the theory of Organic Evolution is, and 
why it breaks down in the face of incontrovertible scientific facts. 

The divine origin of the Bible is shown, by scientific evidence 
which cannot be gainsaid. 


Finally, the creeds of Scripture and Science are set in contrast. 


Here is a series of articles that no Christian man or woman, 
pastor or layman, and no school, college, or university teacher or 
professor or student can afford to miss. If you have student friends 
who are being told oracularly in their classrooms that Science and 
Evolution have now shown that much of the Bible must be aban- 
doned as unscientific and unhistorical, don’t fail to secure for them 
this brilliant series by one of the greatest scientists of today. 











12 Chinese Students, Genesis, and Christ 


Twelve Chinese students 
were sent by their Govern- 
ment to America to learn 
what they could of this coun- 
try by attending our univer- 
sities. They came to the 
University of California at 
Berkeley and asked a pastor 
for a teacher from whom 
they could learn something 
about the Christian religion. The pastor asked 
a friend, Peter W. Stoner, then a Teaching 
Fellow in the University, to take them. 


Mr. Stoner decided to get the students to 
make a study of the relation of different 
sciences to the first chapter of Genesis. He 
planned to shew them, by strictly scientific in- 
vestigation, that Genesis must have been writ- 
ten by divine inspiration. Then he hoped to 
lead them eventually to Christ astheir Savicur. 





Professor Stoner, now Chairman of the 
Department of Mathematical Engineering and 
Astronomy at Pasadena Junior College, has 
written out the story of his experience with 
those Chinese students, which did not work out 
as he had planned—but ever so much better ! 
He has written another article also, “Science 
and the First Chapter of Genesis” ; and when 
you read these you will understand how skill- 
fully this college professor led these Chinese 
boys out of death into life. 





Philosophy and the Christian 


The study of philosophy has 
a large place in our colleges 
and universities. Here are 
some of the questions con- 
sidered in its study: 

What is the origin of the 


universe and of life: 


Is evolution a scientific con- 
cept? 


Do naturai laws make miracles impossible ? 
What is the highest good for man? 
How may we know the Truth? 


In charge of the Department of Philosophy 
at the University of Georgia is Professor 
William H. Wrighton, M.A., D.D., who has 
written for THE SunpAy ScHoot Times four 
valuable articles on ““Philosopky and the Chris- 
tian.” He gives a glimpse of what the study 
of philosophy in our colleges and universities 
is attempting, and then shows—by no means 
all teacheis of philosophy could do this— 
“Why All Human Philosophy is a Failure.” 


Professor Wrighton goes on to show “What 
New Testament or Christian Philosophy 
Really Is.” 


Finally he discusses “Reaching Students 
for Christ in Philosophy Classes.” Dr. 
Wrighton tells of some such cases, and many 
readers will be blessed by his testimony. 





In the Shadow of Armageddon? 


Armageddon is a word on 
many tongues today. News- 
paper correspondents and 
“the man in the street” use 
it vaguely whenever war 
clouds gather. But the Bible 
has much to say about Arma- 
geddon. Dr. V. Raymond 
Edman, Associate Professor 
of Political Science at 
Wheaton College, has made a special study of 
the prophetic Scriptures, and he has written 
three articles for THE Sunpay ScHoot TimEs, 
discussing such questions as the following: 

Are conditions in Palestine now, for the 
first time in history, approaching the state 
described in Ezekiel 38 ? 

Is there to be a coalition of nations, headed 
by Gog from Magog, against the Jews, and 
are their massed forces to be defeated in a 
literal Armageddon ? 

Are there indications in world diplomacy 
today pointing to the formation of such military 
alliances as seem to be foretold in Ezekiel ? 

Can we identify “Gog” and his allies—the 
nations called in the Bible Persia, Ethiopia; 
Libya, Gomer, and Togarmah? 

Dr. Edman believes that we can identify 
these today, and that we thus have a picture of 
the nations that will agree to attack Palestine. 
These articles will be read with intense in- 
terest by students of prophecy and current 
events. 








No doubt several of your friends and co-workers who are not now getting the Times will be grateful if you will tell 
them of the special articles, and give them ar“opportunity to have them, under one of the plans suggested below: 
1. A Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscription for 25 cents will 


bring the series by Sir Ambrose Fleming only, which begins 
in The Sunday School Times next week. 


2. A twenty-four weeks subscription for $1.00 will bring the Sir 
Ambrose Fleming Series and all of the other articles 
described on this page. 


When sending your order, please mention these articles, so we can begin the subscriptions with the issue containing the first article. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, Dept. ST, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson 4.—Our Day of Rest. Exodus 20:8-11; 
Isaiah 58:13, 14; Luke 13:10-17; Galatians 
4:8-11; Colossians 2:16; Revelation 1:10. 
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The Church Carpet 


By Arthur G. Rakestraw 


HE worked her fingers to the bone 
To scrub the chapel floor, 
But had no time to greet the Man 
Who stepped inside the door. 
He whispered, ‘‘Madame, let me speak.’’ 
Impatiently she said: 
«I’m much too busy. Go away. 
I’m rushed; I’m nearly dead.”’ 


She struggled, pulled with all her might 
To tack the carpet down, 

But when the Stranger spoke again 
She looked up with a frown. 

The Man of Sorrows knew the pain, 
The agonizing ache; 

He feels when folks are rushed too much 
To live for His own sake. 


The dedication service came; 
But she who worked so hard 

Was ill, and had to stay at home, 
And there our blessed Lord 

At last received a chance to speak. 
Repentant, then she flew 

To Jesus. Now she served him well, 
In work and worship too. 


ye 
The Secret of Victory 


There is only one way of victory 
over sin, and that way is Christ. “The 
resources of the Christian life are just 
— Jesus Christ.” A beautiful foregleam 
of this is given in Israel’s early experi- 
ence in the promised iand. “And the 
whole congregation of the children of 
Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and 
set up the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion there. And the land was subdued 
before them” (Josh. 18:1). The setting 
up of the tabernacle symbolized what 


had been true of the people of Israel, 
and explained why the subduing of the 
land had gone forward steadily. We 
know from the New Testament that the 
tabernacle is a type of the Church of 
God, and of the believer, in whom Christ 
dwells and reigns. Under Joshua, God 
had been enthroned at the center of 
Israel’s life. And that meant victory. 
When Christ, already received as Sav- 
iour, is enthroned as Lord in the heart 
of the believer, and is trusted moment 
by moment, then the land is subdued 
before the believer. Christ does it all. 


we 
Rejoicing While in Prison 


Imprisonment brought one of the 
greatest verses in the Bible. Paul was 
a prisoner of the Roman Empire; his 
imprisonment was soon to end by his 
martyrdom. He wrote to his spiritual 
son Timothy urging him not to be 
“ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, 
nor of me his prisoner.” Paul went on 
to declare the wonders of the grace of 
God and the Gospel of Christ, to which 


x 


he had been “appointed a preacher, and 
an apostle, and a teacher of the Gen- 
tiles.” Because he had not been ashamed 
of his calling but had obeyed it, “I also 
suffer these things.” And then, in the 
same verse, comes that wonderful dec- 
laration of eternal assurance that we 
quote so often without remembering 
what gave rise to it. “Nevertheless I 
am not ashamed,” declared the apostle, 
“for I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is dble to keep 
that which I have committed unto him 
against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). Rome 
had committed Paul to prison. But Paul 
had committed himself to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Therefore Christ would 
hold Paul longer than the Roman prison 
could hold him. The prison for a while 
— Christ for time and eternity. In prison, 
but in Christ! If we, who have received 
Christ as Saviour and Lord and Life, 
are imprisoned just now by circum- 
stances from which we cannot escape, let 
us praise God that we know whom we 
have believed, and we are persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which we 
have committed unto. him. 


Indian Canoemen who Rested on Sunday 


A side light on the Sunday school lesson in this issue 


AMES EVANS was a pioneer worker 

among the Indians of Western Can- 

ada. In the twenties and thirties of 
the last century he labored in Ontario, 
and it is related that, having made a 
little hymn book in Indian dialect for 
his converts, he worked his way labori- 
ously down to New York to get it 
printed. In 1840 he struck out into the 
wilderness of Northwest Canada. With 
wife, child, and helpers he paddled up 
the St. Lawrence in light canoes, then 
through the Great Lakes. From the 
western end of Superior he crossed the 
hills and arrived at Lake Winnipeg and 
Norway House. It was a voyage of two 
theusand miles. 

Norway House was the main center of 
the Hudson Bay Company, and great 
numbers of Indians—Iroquois, Black- 
feet, Chippewas, and Creeks — were here 
engaged in the transportation of furs. 
After a little neighboring tribes, hearing 
of the arrival of the teacher, sent depu- 
tations to ask for instruction, and pres- 
ently a little Christian community grew 
up near Norway House. Evans went 
out on long evangelization journeys. 
The cold was often terrific, and there 
was danger of freezing when asleep. He 


traveled with dog-sleds and had to carry 
everything in the way of food, — frozen 
fish, fat meat, sugar. The ferocious 
howling of wolves was the accompani- 
ment of evening prayers. The Indians, 
chiefly of Algonquin tribes, were a splen- 
did stock, but degraded by paganism 
and given over to violence and vice. 
They were deeply influenced by scorcer- 
ers, who were really spiritists and who 
often engaged in poisoning. 

This was nearly a hundred years ago, 
yet James Evans traversed these vast 
stretches, even going by canoe down the 
mighty Mackenzie River into the Arctic 
regions. 

At first his efforts to teach the young 
people to read were unavailing. Our 
alphabet seemed too complicated for 
them, not corresponding to their word- 
sounds. He invented, therefore, a new 
alphabet, one of signs which represented 
thirty-six syllables. Into this syllabary 
he translated the Gospels. It proved 
just the right agency, and the Indians 
were enthusiastic about it. He cut little 
cubes of oak on which he engraved the 
thirty-six letters. He discovered glazed 
earth under the deep snows with which 
he made moulds. The metal was the 
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lead of tea-boxes. Lamp-black mixed 
with sturgeon oil was the printer’s ink; 
the paper, fine white birch bark. The 
first words printed were, “God is love.” 
When the bark came out of the im- 
provised press, covered with the most 
beautiful passages of Scripture, the In- 
dians were delighted. They collected 
different leaves, sewed them a dozen 
at a time, and attached them to a cover 
of deerskin. When the Christians had 
themselves learned to read, they taught 
great numbers who had come from afar 
at hearing of this wonder. 

James Evans’ untiring ministry to 
cruel and degraded people in filthy wig- 
wams was crowned with blessing. In- 
dians who had formerly engaged in 
incessant and cruel conflicts now frater- 
nized, coming together to sing and pray. 
On one occasion he talked with a Saul- 
teaux chief who told him that he had 
strangled his mother with a rope and 
burned her body so that her spirit should 
not come back to plague him. She had 
become too old to fish and set traps 
for him. Near this very spot was built 
a little church, to which Indians all 
about came. They entered silently. 
Mothers would take the infants which 
they bore on their backs and hang them, 
in the bags they were carried in, to 
pegs on the wall. 

“The church fills: the service begins. 
There is an unusual movement. Two 
Indians enter, making a seat with their 
hands on which they carry their old 
and sick mother to her place in church. 
They have actually brought her a mile 
and a half in this manner. A third 
brother opens the way for her through 
the crowd.” 

Such was the contrast between the old 
and new time. When the terrible Black- 
feet Indians of the Rockies were deci- 
mated by epidemics of measles, and were 
threatened with starvation because of 
their inability to hunt, these Christian 
Indians organized a band of 160 paddlers 
who went to their rescue with canoes 
loaded with food. This relief party ate 
and slept in the canoes, not going ashore 
lest they, too, should take the contagion. 
Before they started they were given the 
Communion, as they might never come 
back. It was weeks before they re- 
turned, exhausted with the fatigues of 
the journey. Their leader, Kahwonaby, 
was so worn that he died the day after 
the return, saying as he passed away: 
“I hold to God! He is my whole joy 
and hope.” 

* * * 

The principal centers of the Hudson 
Bay Company were Norway House at 
the north end of Lake Winnipeg, and 
York Factory on Hudson Bay. Distant 
points, as far away as two thousand 
miles, could be reached only by water 
route and then only when the ice was 
gone. The problem of fur transport was 
a difficult one. At times it took two or 
three years before the furs finally came 
through, and then they had often de- 
teriorated materially. The Company 
hired hardy crews of paddlers on whose 
speed they could rely. It exacted from 
them during the summer an enormous 





This editorial is based on the French book 
entitled, “Terres glacées,” by Robert Vittoz. 
Edition la Concorde, Lausanne, Switzerland. 
No English translation. 
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and continuous strain. The skins col- 
lected in the previous winter had to get 
to Hudson Bay and the sea. The wait- 
ing vessels were always pressed for 
time because of the ice dangers at the 
entrance of the Bay. 

Every day brigades of paddlers hur- 
ried along the different rivers through- 
out the immense concessions of the Com- 
pany. They worked like heroes, spurred 
on by their experienced guides. But in 
spite of all effort, sometimes they came 
too late. 


James Evans taught the Christian In- 
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dians to observe the Lord’s Day. But 
could they do so? It would mean the 
loss of a seventh of the valuable sum- 
mer season. The Company forbade the 
Christian canoemen to rest on Sundays. 

Evans replied: “Does your Company 
suffer because of the Christian life of 
these men? Ought you not to congratu- 
late yourselves on having such honest 
and reliable men? I am told that those 
who keep the Sabbath do more in six 
days than the others in seven.” 

Company officials mocked. 


(Continued on page 715) 
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Does Christ Still Suffer 
for Our Sins? - 


Does Jesus our Lord still suffer, or was 
all the agony of the sin-Bearer consum- 
mated on the cross? 


Are there Scriptures that would settle 
this in my mind?—A Washington reader. 
The suffering of Christ as the sin- 

Bearer was ended on the cross. The 
last of his seven utterances on the cross 
was his committal to his Father, when, 
in full possession of his faculties, having 
“cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit” 
(Luke 23:46). Immediately after this, 
by an act of his will he “dismissed his 
spirit,” which is the literal meaning of 
the words in Matthew 27:50, “yielded up 
the ghost.” But just before this he had 
said, “It is finished” (John, 19:30). The 
work that the Father had given him to 
do in order to become the Saviour of 
lost sinners had been done; the night be- 


. fore his crucifixion, in his high-priestly 


prayer, he had said to the Father, “I 
have finished the work which thou 
gavest me to do” (John 17:4). In fin- 
ishing that work he “his own self bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree” 
(1 Pet. 2:24); he, who knew no sin, was 
made to be sin for us, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in 
him (2 Cor. 5:21). On the cross that 
atoning work, and the unspeakable suf- 
fering it meant to Christ as our Saviour, 
shown in the Gospel records of his agony 
in Gethsemane and in “the orphaned cry 
on the cross,” “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” (Matt. 27:46), 
together with the physical suffering and 
thirst (John 19:28), were finished. 

There are many Scriptures that make 
this plain. 

The last night before his death our 
Lord, meeting with his disciples at the 
passover table, said to them, “With de- 
sire I have desired to eat this passover 
with you before I suffer” (Luke 22:15). 
Plainly he was referring then to his 
supreme act of suffering the following 
day on the cross as the sinner’s Substi- 
tute and Saviour. 

This suffering was to be consummated 
and completed on the cross, for after his 
resurrection our Lord said to his bewil- 
dered and unbelieving disciples: “Thus 
it is written, and thus it behoved Christ 
to suffer, and to rise from the dead the 


third day” (Luke 24:46). His resurrec- 
tion followed his suffering; the suffering 
did not continue into and after the resur- 
rection. Thus Peter by inspiration de- 
clared to the people, after Pentecost had 
come and: gone: “Those things, which 
God before had shewed by the mouth of 
all his prophets, that Christ should suf- 
fer, he hath so fulfilled” (Acts 3:18). The 
suffering was fulfilled, completed. The 
ending of the suffering by the resurrec- 
tion was declared again by Paul when, 
speaking in a synagogue of the Jews, 
he “reasoned with them out of the scrip- 
tures, opening and alleging, that Christ 
must needs have suffered, and risen 
again from the dead” (Acts 17:2, 3). The 
resurrection had been accomplished, and 
before this the suffering. 

The writer of the Epistle to the He- 
brews tells us of the finality of the suffer- 
ing of Christ as Redeemer and Saviour. 
The Son came to do the Father’s will, 
and we read: “By the which will we 
are sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ ONCE FOR 
ALL” (Heb. 10:10). Later verses reiter- 
ate the finality of this suffering and sac- 
rifice: “This man, after he had offered 
ONE SACRIFICE for sins FOR EVER, 
sat down on the right hand of God.... 
For by ONE offering he hath perfected 
FOR EVER them that are sanctified.” 

That the suffering was once, and only 
once, is made plain when Peter writes 
that “Christ also hath ONCE suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh, but quickened [made 
alive] by the Spirit” (1 Pet. 3:18). 

Another passage showing that Christ's 
sufferings were completed on the cross is 
the inspired declaration that “it became 
him, for whom are all things, and by 
whom are all things, in bringing many 
sons unto glory, to make the captain 
[leader, or originator] of their salvation 
perfect through sufferings” (Heb. 2:10). 
This Scripture does not mean, of course, 
that Christ before His sacrificial suffer- 
ing had ever been imperfect. The word 
translated “perfect” means literally 
“complete,” and refers to the completing 
of the work of the Saviour through His 
suffering. . If His sufferings were not 
completed on the cross, then our salva- 
tion was not completed. Leading com- 
mentators say, on this passage: “Not in 


(Continued on page 726) 
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The Sabbath and the Chetan 198) 


A problem that has troubled many viewed in the 
light of the whole counsel of God 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.Dy\nswosites 
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Lord’s Day and Israel” the doctrinal 

confusion would be obvious to all; 
yet the incongruity is no less when the 
Sabbath is related to the Christian. Be- 
yond the one similarity that the Sab- 
bath and the Lord’s Day are each rec- 
oghitions of one day in seven, the two 
days are antipodal at every point — the 
one committed to the Jew in all his gen- 
erations to the end of time (excepting 
the present age), and the other to the 
Christian for this present age alone. 

The broad dissimilarity between the 
two peoples to whom these days are re- 
spectively entrusted measures the differ- 
ence between the days. The meaning of 
each day is discovered in the character 
and destiny of those to whom it belongs. 
Strangely, indeed, there is more familiar- 
ity with that which concerns other peo- 
ple of other ages than with that which 
prevails in this age. This doubtless ac- 
counts for the free use of such a clashing 
term as Christian Sabbath. With those 
who see no doctrinal discord in the title 


¢ THE title of this article were “The 


The Old Testament Church, or the Israel . 


of God as a designation of the New Tes- 
tament Church, little is gained from dis- 
cussion as to days. The difficulty goes 
deeper. When the unique character of 
the Church as a New Creation — as con- 
trasted with the Old Creation which 
the Sabbath commemorates —is appre- 
hended, and the truth is valued that the 
New Creation is as far above the old 
as Heaven is higher than earth, or the 
Last Adam higher than the first, occa- 
sion for discussion regarding the precise 
day to be observed automatically dis- 
appears. 


How Old Is the Sabbath? + 


Several salient truths relative to the 
Sabbath should be emphasized. 

The celebration of the seventh day as 
a day of cessation began with God him- 
self at Creation. Having wrought six 
days, he rested on the seventh. Here 
perplexity and entanglement in doctrine 
arises. It is maintained by some that 
the Sabbath, since it is thus mentioned 
in relation to Creation, is a permanent 
racial institution, similar to marriage. It 
is argued that, since the Sabbath ob- 
tained before the giving of the Law, it 
obtains now, or after the Law is dis- 
annulled. However, the Sabbath is not 
mentioned in any Scripture which regu- 
lates the conduct of man on the earth 
between Creation and the giving of the 
Law by Moses. The Book of Job is no 
exception. That the people might know 
what was meant when reference was 
made to the Sabbath in the formal dec- 
laration of the Law, the practice of the 
Sabbath was enjoined about two months 
before the Law was given (compare 
Exod. 16:1-30 with 20:8). Exodus 16:1- 
30, especially verses 29 and 30, clearly 
implies that Sabbath observance was a 
new experience for Israel, as does 31: 


The air and the view on a moun- 
taintop are always far better than 
in the valleys. As one stands above 
the lowland haze in a refined at- 
mosphere, and above the hills, which 
once loomed so large but now look 
so small, he can see much farther, 
and the landscape is spread out be- 
low like a relief map. 


One reason the Sabbath has be- 
come such a problem is that people 
have looked at it from limited points 
of view, and have not seen it in all 
its aspects. In this exceptionally 
fine study, Dr. Chafer takes us to 
the mountain peaks of Scripture, and 
shows us the seventh and first days 
of the week from the vantage points 
of Sinai, Calvary, and Olivet. As in 
all his writings, Dr. Chafer analyzes 
the problem and presents the solu- 
tion in the light of the whole Bible. 
This a valuable side light on the 
Sunday school lesson for October 23, 
which is discussed in this issue. 








12-17. With the added testimony of 
Deuteronomy 5:3; Nehemiah 9:13, 14; 
Ezekiel 20:10-12, the evidence is con- 
clusive that the Sabbath had no observ- 
ance until such time as the Mosaic 
System was in force. It is important 
to look up these Scriptures, and read 
them carefully. 


What of the Gentiles? 


Another confusing error arises with 
the supposition that the Sabbath has ever 
been imposed on Gentiles. No word of 
God, when rightly interpreted, sustains 
this assumption. One passage is usually 
advanced in support of this contention, 
namely, “The sabbath was made for man, 
and not man for the sabbath” (Mark 2: 
27). It is assumed that by this statement 
Christ extended the Sabbath to all men. 
But his object in so speaking was evi- 
dently to rescue the Sabbath from the 
traditions of the elders, which traditions 
had made of the Sabbath an unbearable 
burden. The term man as used in this 
passage is specific, not generic. At least 
300 times the word man is used in the 
Bible when referring to Israel alone, and 
this word of Christ’s belongs in that 
category, since no subsequent Scripture 
intimates that the Sabbath had been 
broadened in its application to include 
the whole race. The years of Christ’s 
earth-life were lived under the Mosaic 
System; hence he enforced and person- 
ally kept the seventh day. 

Similarly, the Sabbath was never in 
force apart from the Mosaic System, and 
to attempt its observance apart from the 
whole Law, from which it is never de- 
tached, is not only unscientific and un- 
reasonable but is a disregard of those 
divine declarations which assert that the 
Law is an indivisible system. and that 


he who undertakes any part of it is 
obligated to do it all (Gal. 3:10; Deut. 
27:26). Not only does the Sabbath de- 
pend on the whole Law-system for its 
proper observance, and the Law-system 
on the Sabbath, but to assume as an ob- 
ligation even one feature of Sabbath- 
requirement is to be committed, not only 
to the whole Sabbath law (compare 
Num. 15:32-36), but to the entire Mosaic 
System of which it is a part. The re- 
verse of this order is also true (Jas. 
2:10). In this manner the Law-system 
undertakes to protect itself against the 
devastating practices of audacious per- 
sons. It should be kept in mind that, 
as a system, the Law was as holy, just, 
and good as its Author (Rom. 7:12), yet, 
because of the inevitable failure of the 
weak flesh that attempts to do it (Rom. 
8:3), it must always turn out to be, as it 
has always been, a ministry of condem- 
nation and of death (2 Cor. 3:7, 9). The 
Sabbath, because of its intricacies and 
being a part of that system which min- 
isters condemnation and death, offers 
unusual opportunity for the failure of 
weak flesh. 


The New Day for Christians 


Lastly, concerning the Sabbath, due 
attention should be given to the predic- 
tion — which, if not being fulfilled now, 
must be fulfilled at some future time — 
that, as a judgment upon Israel, the Sab- 
bath would cease (Hos. 2:11); and to 
the truth that there is no injunction to 
seventh-day observance recorded in the 
text of the Scriptures after the resur- 
rection of Christ. In fact, Christians are 
warned against its observance (Col. 2: 
16, 17). It is equally impressive that in 
all the Scriptures written after the resur- 
rection, Sabbath-breaking is never in- 
cluded among the various lists of sins. 
This pause in the Sabbath enforcement 
is evidently but an intermission, since 
it will be restored and zealously sol- 
emnized under those more conducive 
conditions which are to obtain in the 
Kingdom age (Deut. 30:8; Isa. 66:23; 
Jer. 31:33; Ezek. 46:1). The present sus- 
pension of the Sabbath is not an unre- 
lated procedure. Being a part of the 
Mosaic Law, and existing only as a fea- 
ture of that system, it must of necessity 
be inoperative at such a time as this 
when, for the present age, the Law, with 
its merit-demanding features, has been 
superseded by the economy of Grace 
(John 1:17; Acts 15:24; Rom. 6:14; 7:2- 
6; 2 Cor. 3:7-13; Gal. 3:23-25); which 
economy (of Grace) provides and in- 
corporates its own day to be celebrated 
—a day that is not only a different day 
of the week, but is different also in its 
meaning and aim. 

The change from the Sabbath to the 
Lord’s Day was ordained and executed 
by God alone, and not by human author- 
ity. That the new order dates from the 





710 * 


resurrection of Christ is proved both 
by the Scriptures and by the writings 
of the Church Fathers. The Jews, mani- 
festing their unbelief as they do to this 
day, persist in observing the Sab- 
bath; but no record remains that in- 
structed Christians have ever celebrated 
the Jewish Sabbath. In view of Colos- 
sians 2:16, it could hardly be inferred 
that the apostle Paul observed the Sab- 
bath (compare also Rom. 14:5). To ob- 
serve the Sabbath or any other day with 
a view to gaining merit is condemned 
in Galatians 4:9, 10. The Law-system 
with its merit-demanding objectives 
could have no application to the New 
Creation people to whom the infinitely 
perfect merit of the resurrected Christ 
has been imputed. A people related to 
God by works and actuated by desire 
for merit were appointed to rest after 
six days of labor; while a people related 
to God by a perfect standing in Christ 
(the term in Chrisé is not found in the 
Old Testament) begin with a day of 
exalted worship and privilege, and serve 
throughout the following six days in the 
refreshing which their day affords. Ac- 
cording to Hebrews 4:9, 10, the rest 
which grace secures is Sabbatic in 
nature. 

The Lord’s Day, or the Resurrection 
Day, is prophetically anticipated in 
Psalm 118:22-24, and this Scripture is 
interpreted in Acts 4:10-12. The rejected 
Stone is Christ in his death; the builders 
are Israel, who instigated his death; and 
their rejection of the Stone is overruled 
by the resurrection, when the rejected 
One is made the Head Stone of the Cor- 
ner. This overruling is declared to be 
a “marvelous” work of God. The day 
of the Lord’s resurrection is “made” or 
appointed by the Lord, and is therefore 
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The Lord’s Day. This prediction of the 
day invests it with the element of joy 
— “We will rejoice and be glad in it.” 
It is therefore of great import that the 
first word on the lips of Christ as he 
came forth from the tomb was chairete, 
which, though rendered in Matthew 28: 
9, “All hail!” is better translated, O joy! 
Christ, as none other ever could, entered 
into the meaning of that day. Of no less 
importance is another word which Christ 
uttered on the same occasion, namely, 
“Go” (John 20:17). The two activities 
which these expressions anticipate con- 
stitute the sum of the matter as to how 
the Lord’s Day is to be celebrated — 
great joy over the resurrection and all 
it provides, accompanied by a worthy 
witness to the Saviour. 
- The truth that the new day was rec- 
ognized by the Early Church, and the 
manner in which it was observed, are 
indicated to some extent in the New 
Testament. All the events of the resur- 
rection day and the day of Pentecost 
(which fell on the first day of the 
week—compare Lev. 23:15, 16) be- 
long to this category. This twofold di- 
vine recognition of the new day cannot 
be overestimated, since the resurrection 
of Christ and the descent of the Spirit 
characterize this age to the last degree. 
These events are comparable to Crea- 
tion itself. On the first day of the week, 
Paul preached at Troas; the disciples 
broke bread (Acts 20:7); and the be- 
lievers were enjoined to “lay by” in 
store as God had prospered (1 Cor. 16:2). 
Doubtless the complete absence of ex- 
plicit rules governing conduct on the 
Lord’s Day has hindered many from 
recognizing its distinctive character, and 
some have felt it necessary, in view of 
the absence of rules, to go back to Juda- 
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ism and bring forward Sabbath rules to 
supply what: is supposed to be lacking. 
But this very absence of rules charac- 
terizes the Lord’s Day as a day in the 
economy of Grace. All will agree that 
there is no occasion to be anxious as 
to how a Spirit-filled believer will de- 
port himself on the Lord’s Day. Rules, 
if any, are usually intended for the 
unspiritual, with a view to compelling 
them to observe a day whether they wish 
to do so or not; but that is legality in 
its extreme form. The issue between 
God and unspiritual believers is not 
that of a forced observance of anything, 
but rather of the yielding of the life 
to God to the end that his grace may 


so work in them that they, having thus — 


become spiritual, shall rejoice in him 
and go tell others with a spontaneity 
that arises from their own personal de- 
votion. Similarly, if God does not iegis- 
late this day upon unspiritual believers, 
it certainly is not to be, by any divine 
authority, legislated upon the unregen- 
erate. There are hygienic reasons as to 
why man and beast should rest one day 
in seven; but that consideration should 
not be confused with the Christian’s 
peculiar day of joy and spiritual service. 

The Sabbath was confined to Israel 
and was national in its observance; the 
Lord’s Day is confined to believers and 
is individual in its observance. Children 
in a Christian home should follow the 
example of their parents as to the rec- 


- ognition of the Lord’s Day; but every 


effort should be made to develop in the 
child that personal relation to Christ 
and interest in him because of which 
the child will love and honor the Lord 
and his day. Christians are under a 
peculiar obligation so to conduct their 
own affairs as not to deprive others of 
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Palestine Geography Brought Up to Date 


Three recent maps, showing the proposed -division of land, products and industries, and scenes of recent clashes 
between Arabs and Jews and British and Arabs. The fact that these maps were published in several of the daily 


newspapers shows the woz!d-wide interest today in the Holy Land. 
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Lesson for October 23 


the Lord’s Day privileges. Equally im- 
portant is that expression of Christian 
love which places no stumblingblock in 
the path of the believer who as yet has 
not apprehended the freedom which 
Grace provides. Only the enabling 
power of the Spirit can guide one’s path 
between the two courses enjoined in 
the two important Scriptures: “Stand 
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bond- 
age” (Gal. 5:1): “Let us not therefore 
judge one another any more: but judge 
this rather, that no man put a stumbling- 
block or an occasion to fall in his 
brother’s way” (Rom. 14:13). 
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The Church has celebrated the first 
day of the week from her beginning, 
even though with that imperfection 
which characterizes all human under- 
takings. This has not been in defiance 
of God’s will, as would be the case were 
the Sabbath in force, but in accordance 
with his will. It would be impossible 
to demonstrate that the saints of all past 
generations were Sabbath-breakers. If 
any sin has been committed by them in 
this matter, it has been the sin of failing 
to give that honor and glory to the 
resurrected Christ which belongs to 
him as Federal Head of the New 
Creation. 


Dattas, TEx. 
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Overcoming the Dropping Out of Scholars 


The value of prayer and real Bible study in 


By Helen M. Swain 














OW may we over- 

come the drop- 
ping out of our boys 
and girls in Sunday 
school? By making our Sunday schools 
so interesting and fascinating and worth 
while that our boys and girls will not 
want to miss even a single Sunday, of 
course! And how may we do that? 
Both prayers and plans are needed. 
Praying plus planning spells success! 
Plans minus prayer spells failure! 

Do you find a blessing in praying for 
that Sunday school class you are priv- 
ileged to teach? Of course we do not 
refer to that hurried, Sunday morning 
prayer: “God, bless me today and help 
me as I try to teach my class. Amen.” 
But we do mean the sort of prayer which 
is offered to God each day, a “daily re- 
minder,” a definite prayer for Mary 
Brown and Jane Smith, and for Tom, 
Dick, and MHarry,—individually, by 
name, with the individual, specific re- 
quests that are applicable to the ghar- 
acteristics and needs of each child, — the 
prayer which truly is effectual and fer- 
vent. 

And along -with that experience of 
prayer fellowship is the blessing of 
studying God’s Word regularly. In the 
home church of the writer, the pastor, in 
connection with the observance of Univer- 
sal Bible Sunday, distributed among his 
congregation Bible-shaped leaflets which 
are record sheets of books and chapters 
one has read in the Bible, from day to 
day. A number of people in this parish 
are pledging themselves to read the en- 
tire Bible during the year 1938, and 
among that number are some boys and 
girls in a class of Juniors. Together, 
they and their teacher are feasting on 
God’s Word this year. 

First the prayers, and then the plans! 
Of course the thought of “variety” and 
“something different” should be kept 
within reasonable bounds. One can 
overdo it, until the teacher’s methods are 
so “different” that the class is traveling 
in hop-skip-and-jump fashion and arriv- 
ing nowhere. But in a steady walk, 
which denotes real progress and which 
takes the class to one definite point 


A second prize of fifteen dollars was 
awarded to Miss Swain for this arti- 
cle in the Prize Contest 


after another, there 
can be a wonderful 
variety of scenery 
and enjoyment by 
the way. So be careful in planning the 
variety in your methods. Through the 
means used, do not lose sight of the 
end! Here are plans that have been used 
in the writer’s own Sunday school, by 
herself as teacher, which have proved 
practical and workable and fruitful. 

With a class of teen-age high school 
girls, a question box was used. And 
what a range of questions those girls 
dropped into that box Sunday after Sun- 
day — truly from the sublime to the al- 
most ridiculous! If a girl wanted a “P. 
I.” (private interview) with the teacher 
on any problem expressed in her ques- 
tion, she requested it on her question 
slip; otherwise, the questions were read 
aloud to the class and discussed by the 
class. Notice that, “by the class,’ — not 
alone by the teacher herself, as if she 
were high and final authority above the 
rest of the girls. The girls were encour- 
aged to “say their say” first, and then 
the teacher added whatever words of 
help and suggestion and advice she felt 
given her from Above. And help for 
the teacher did come from above !— she 
was given wisdom from God himself, 
and she needed it! Often the girls in 
their own opening prayers would pray 
that the Holy Spirit would guide that 
teacher in her teaching and in the words 
she might say to them. 

This same class of girls was given a 
variety of social activities, by way of 
auto trips, picnics, swimming, and boat- 
ing parties, and indoor class parties — 
usually a monthly event. Also the girls 
were taken each year to an older girls’ 
summer conference, to meetings of the 
New England Fellowship in Rumney, 
N. H., and to hear various missionary 
addresses. For four years the girls sup- 
ported a native girl in India, sent her 
gifts and corresponded with her. 

And now for our Juniors! What an 
interesting age these boys and girls are! 
Certainly they keep the teacher on the 
qui vive! At the present time, the 
writer has the happy privilege of teach- 
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ing a class of twelve Juniors, there being 
both boys and girls in the class. And 
variety is just the sort of spice they 
love! They find so many different and 
interesting things to do each Sunday. In 
their classroom is a large blackboard, 
and some Sundays the teacher uses that. 
Her drawings are pretty crude, but the 
youngsters think her a wonderful artist, 
and frankly tell her so! Sometimes 
while she is drawing, they are kept busy 
with handwork or reading, so as to be 
“surprised” at what she puts on the 
board. Also in the classroom is an old 
organ; some Sundays the teacher plays 
on that, and some Sundays they sing 
without the organ accompaniment —a 
variety in their musical program. Some- 
times they have a “theme song,” a par- 
ticular chorus with which they open 
class each Sunday. Nearly every quar- 
ter they have a contest of some sort, 
which includes points for attendance at 
Sunday school and church, study, Bible 
memory work, handwork, home assign- 
ments, and the like. 

Children love the element of mystery 
and surprise, so one quarter in connec- 
tion with the home assignments for each 
week a typewritten slip giving the as- 
signment was put into a small envelope 
and handed the child and that envelope 
was not to be opened until the child 
reached home. This was so popular with 
the class that they are teasing for the 
same thing another quarter. Each Sun- 
day this class is opened with giving 
the pledge to the Bible; the children 
love marching in, standing at attention, 
and saluting the Bible as they salute the 
flag, and then, after reciting the pledge 
to the Bible, singing the chorus, ‘Thy 
Word have I hid in my heart.” Of 
course a different child is selected as 
captain to hold the Bible each Sunday. 

When this particular class numbered 
only five boys, on hot Sundays the 
teacher took them into her car for their 
class, and they got a great “kick” out 
of having their class meet in an auto- 
mobile! It so happened the lessons that 
quarter were about Paul, and it also so 
happened tne teacher had named her 
car “Paul,” as it was a “missionary car.” 
Great was the thrill of those boys one 
Sunday when she told them the “secret” 
name of her car and explained her rea- 
son for thus naming the car. Surely Paul 
will always be an outstanding Bible 
character to this group of children! 

Of course occasional class outings and 
parties play their part in helping to 
hold these Juniors, but, as a matter of 
fact, their class work on Sundays is fully 
as strong a magnet as are their outside 
activities. More than one child has told 
this teacher that he wished Sunday 
school was five days a week instead of 
public school ! 

These are only some of the class proj- 
ects that have been used successfully and 
fruitfully by this teacher, and never yet 
has the recipe failed. First the sweet- 
ness of prayer fellowship and feeding on 
His Word —and the children know that 
their teacher prays for them, individ- 
ually, by name, every day. And then 
the “spice,” the plans and methods that 
give the seasoning through variety. Re- 
member, prayer plus plans insures fruit- 
ful teaching. Try it! 

MEREDITH, N. H. 
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The Greatest Encouragement | Ever Had 


A few of the many articles submitted in the Prize Contest on this subject, which, while not winning 
prizes, are well worth the attention of Sunday school workers 














That Request 
for Substitute Teachers 
By Faith R. Williams 


NE Sunday the _— superintendent 

entered my classroom and said that 
two teachers were absent and he would 
like to have volunteers to teach those 
classes. His request was followed by 
silence. I added a word to spur on my 
class members to help out in this emer- 
gency, all of whom should have offered 
to do this little service for the Master, 
but still there was no response. The 
superintendent again made his plea, add- 
ing that those boys and girls would have 
no lesson unless some one would offer 
to help, but not one of the women would 
teach. 

I was distressed and wondered if their 
unwillingness to inconvenience them- 
selves indicated that I had failed in my 
effort to show them that we are saved 
to serve. I told the class what was going 
on in my mind, adding that members 
who are unwilling to work are like fat 
sheep in the pasture that desire only 
to be fed. 

There was much prayer about the mat- 
ter during the week, and on the next 
Sunday morning one of the members 
who particularly enjoyed Bible study 
announced that she had been thinking 
during the week of last Sunday’s expe- 
rience; that she had been so disturbed 
that she was now offering herself to the 
Lord for service and wanted to teach a 
class. This was a greater sacrifice to 
her than to some of the others, as she 
had only become a Christian a short 
time before and felt the need of more 
Bible study. She was given a class 
which she loved and served faithfully 
until the Lord said, “Come up higher,” 
where one day she will receive her re- 
ward. 

During the following weeks others vol- 
unteered to teach, until there was quite 
an exodus from the class, but even with 
the shrinking of my audience, my heart 
was filled with songs of thanksgiving to 
God, as I realized that the women of my 
class were learning what joy it is to be 
in active service for Christ. During the 
months that followed, not one of those 
teachers has fallen by the way. They 
are all teaching, except the one God 
took to be with himself, and their super- 
intendent says they are doing good 
work. Many of them, if not all, are 
deeply concerned about the spiritual 
welfare of their scholars, and see to it 
that the plan of salvation is made plain 
to every child entrusted to their care. 
As this had always been emphasized in 
the class they left, this was an added 
encouragement. 

But the results of that Sunday’s ex- 
perience did not stop there. The fol- 
lowing summer one member of the class 


took a trip to the Ozarks, a section of 
our country where there are limited 
spiritual opportunities. She spent the 
summer opening up the Word of God 
to those living in the backwoods. In this 
service she not only gave a blessing, but 
received one as well. Another class 
member has recently gone into mission 
work. ‘ 

At this same time, some of the members 
who felt definitely that they were not 
fitted to teach decided to do personal 
work. One woman was employed in a 
store where her contacts were entirely 
with women. How easy it was, while 
trying on dresses in the privacy of a 
dressing room, to turn her customers’ 
thoughts to Christ. Her success during 
these two years, the first years of her 
Christian life, has been remarkable, and 
her holy boldness astonishes those who 
know her. 

Sometimes one becomes disheartened 
in the service of the Lord and wonders 
if the results really justify the tremen- 
dous amount of effort put forth — hours 
of study, hours of prayer, hours of call- 
ing in heat or cold, and the unfailing 
attendance at the Sunday school hour, 
regardless of inclement weather or phys- 
ical limitations; but when in the course 
of a few months many, who have never 
taught before, hear the call, one can, 
like Paul, thank God and take courage. 
All this was the result of one Sunday 
that seemed to indicate failure, but was 
in reality the darkness before the dawn. 

St. PETERSBURG, FLA. 


After a Night of Prayer 
By Isabelle H. Hawkins 


OME years ago, when I was super- 

intendent of the Sunday school in a 
small Western town, a crisis developed 
that demanded immediate solution. 

The teacher of a class of mischievous 
Junior boys offered her resignation un- 
less three unruly boys left her class. 
This Sunday school teacher was a con- 
secrated, spiritual young woman, as well 
as a successful public school teacher; 
so I realized that the situation was 
acute. The usefulness of our Sunday 
school in winning our boys was at stake. 
These boys must be helped, not driven 
away. 

A great burden came on my heart. 
One of these boys was a chum of 
my own ‘boy, who was also in that 
class. He was constantly in our home 
and we loved him. I could not think 
of any way out except by prayer. 

I took my burden to the Lord and 
spent the greater part of Saturday night 
on my knees in importunate prayer. 
Finally a consciousness of answered 
prayer came to me, and I slipped into 
bed for a little rest, trusting that God 
would show the way out. 


When I entered the church door Sun- 
day morning, who should meet me but 
the mother of this most mischievous boy 
of the bunch! Smiling she shook my 
hand and said: “I want to take those 
bad boys. They were at our home yes- 
terday, and I talked it over with them. 
We decided to form a new class called 
the B. B. class. The name has a double 
meaning. At present it is the Bad Boys’ 
class, but we are going to work to earn 
the other name, which is now a secret.” 

The new class was assigned a place 
in the room. I always have thought that 
Best Boys’ Class was the other meaning 
of the name which they were striving 
to deserve. Under the leadership of this 
consecrated Christian mother, those boys 
became a model class in both attention 
and behavior. By the end of the school 
year, when the first teacher left town for 
the summer vacation, the two classes 
were combined. Prayer had solved the 
problem. 


Hayes CENTER, NEB. 
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The Class in the Balcony 


By Agnes F. O'Neill 

T WAS ten o’clock on the morning of 

Easter Sunday. The Sunday school 
had convened, and the spiritual atmos- 
phere of Eastertide was everywhere 
dominant. The singing was enthusiastic 
and the contagion of happiness was ap- 
parent in every class. But to the super- 
intendent, standing on the platform ear- 
nestly watching and praying, the interest 
centered in that class of boys in the 
balcony, — boys hard to handle, harder 
to win. 

Scarcely twenty-four hours earlier the 
teacher of those boys stood in the par- 
sonage talking with me about them. He 
was a man of ability and a winning per- 
sonality. It was only a few weeks since 
he himself had found Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. He was terribly in earnest 
about those boys. For weeks he had 
been pressing home the tremendous truth 
of Romans 10:9, 10: “That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto sal- 
vation.” And now on this Saturday eve- 
ning he said, “I want you to pray for 
my boys, I believe something will hap- 
pen tomorrow.” 

So it was that the superintendent 
could not keep her eyes from that class 
in the balcony. The blackboard was not 
used in that class that day. It was very 
quiet up there. 

Presently the assembly bell rang; each 
class filed into its place as usual. But 
those boys came down the stairs very 
much not “as usual.” There was a new 
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light in their eyes, a new firmness in 
their step,—they had seen Jesus. As 
for the teacher, he couldn’t wait! He 
stepped to the platform and said softly 
to the superintendent, “Every one of 
them has given himself to Christ!” At 
the following service every one of them 
“confessed with his mouth the Lord 
Jesus.” 

This was without exception the most 
thrilling and wonderful experience I 
ever had in a lifetime of Sunday school 
work. I was that superintendent. 


SPRING GREEN, WIs. 
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Memories of East-Side Mothers 
By Mrs. J. E. Cary 


URING the forty years I have been 

teaching in the Sunday school many 
inspiring circumstances and many kind 
words have encouraged me to press on 
and still try to teach the Word to those 
who have listened week after week. As 
I think back, a class of women stands 
out from all the others, perhaps because 
they were very regular in attendance, 
likely because they were very hungry 
and very teachable. 

I was doing mission work with one of 
the uptown churches of New York City. 
The much-loved teacher who had taught 
the class for years became ill, and I 
was asked to substitute for her; since 
she did not recover I kept the class till 
I left the city some months later. 

My work had taken me into the homes 
of these women frequently, so that I 
already knew many of them and their 
struggles. They came from sweat shops 
and factories where the money they re- 
ceived was insufficient for even their 
simple needs. Some _ scrubbed office 
stairways; some took in what laundry 
they could get to help out their hus- 
band’s meager salaries; others wearily 
cared for too-large families. Many of 
them had their few belongings in the 
basement of some tenement house of 
thirty years ago; only a few could afford 
the luxury of two or three rooms at the 
top. Almost without exception these 
mothers of First Avenue met me at the 
mission hall, one hundred of them, 
every Sunday morning at half past nine. 
They did their best at “dressing up” — 
sometimes the result was pathetic — but 
in spite of poverty they were a happy 
group ranging in age from twenty to 
eighty years (thirty years ago not so 
much was said about Sunday school or- 
ganization). 

Those who teach know what it means 
for a class to “pull” on one. I shall 
never forget those one hundred expec- 
tant faces; one hundred heads were 
bowed in prayer asking the Father for 
his best blessing each week. Oh, how 
they sang, “Don’t Stop Praying”! I’m 
sure those in the saloon a little way 
down the street must have heard that 
song every Sunday morning. 

As I continued to go into their homes 
many of those East Side mothers told 
me that they remembered something that 
had been said during the teaching of 
the lesson “last Sunday,” and that they 
were able to be patient with a drunken 
husband, or that God had answered 
prayer and a new and better job had 
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been obtained, making it possible for a 
family of fatherless children to have 
warm clothing. They had childlike faith 
in our heavenly Father’s ability and 
willingness to answer prayer, and they 
loved to tell how they had put him to 
the test and found him true. 

As a result of prayer all obstacles 
were removed, and one mother’s little 
girl went to a Fresh Air Home for two 
weeks — she had never been to the coun- 
try before. The next time I visited their 
street Honora met me long before I 
reached the tenement house containing 
their one-room home. Her large, joy- 
moistened, brown eyes sparkled as she 
left the group of children gathered in 
the street, put her hand in mine, and 
said: “Oh, Miss B——, they let us play 
on the grass all we wanted to, and I 
saw cows and we drank all the milk we 
wanted, and we had l-o-t-s to eat and 
— and —oh, I’m so glad you and mother 
prayed.” 

No wonder those New York slum 
mothers loved to sing, “Don’t Stop Pray- 
ing.” And what an inspiration they 
were to me! Would that they were 
multiplied by thousands and scattered 
over our country today. 

PowELL, Wyo. 
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A “Hopeless” Class of Boys 
By Margaret Bell- 


T THE close of a Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting, the Sunday school 
superintendent, with tears in his eyes, 
appealed for helpers in the school. Hav- 
ing had many years’ experience in that 
work I offered my services, but was 
somewhat surprised at the relief with 
which the superintendent said, “Oh, Mrs. 
. I have just the class for you!” 
My surprise turned to consternation 
when I learned that the class was made 
up of eight boys from eleven to thir- 
teen years of age, from the “best” homes 
of that city and church, but so unman- 
ageable that no one could be found to 
take the class even for one Sunday. 
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But still the boys came, so after some 
persuasion I said I would try. 

On the first three Sundays I came 
home exhausted, feeling that I had com- 
pletely failed. Those boys did every- 
thing that boys of that age can think 
of, and especially during the closing 
moments when we were saying the 
Lord’s Prayer. I felt that I must either 
give up, or that the Lord would have 
to do something through me. The fourth 
Sunday I went with an idea developed 
during the week. 

“I want to talk something over with 
you boys,” I began, “if you will keep it 
a secret just between us.” In a flash 
every boy was on the edge of his chair, 
chin cupped in hands, elbows on knees, 
paying close attention (the first time in 
four weeks) to hear what the secret 
was. It was this: to study the Lord’s 
Prayer in order to find out the real 
meaning of the words. 

I impressed the boys with the fact 
that they could show loyalty to the 
school by having the lesson well in mind, 
In each lesson we tried to find the heart 
of it, its illustration or direct teaching 
of the Gospel, and its personal applica- 
tions. We always managed to find a 
little time for our own special work, the 
study of the Lord’s Prayer, sometimes 
taking only a phrase. Within one month 
that class was the most reverent one in 
the school when that prayer was being 
said. 

Soon the church people were asking, 
“What have you done to those boys?” I 
replied that I had done nothing, but 
that the Lord had done things through 
me. For three years our lesson hour was 
a joy to all, until I moved to another 
state. I learned all I could about each 
boy personally,—his home, his school 
record, and his favorite recreations. Did 
it take time and much hard work? Yes, 
but it also brought immeasurable com- 
pensation. I had learned that when defeat 
seems certain, it pays to stand steadfast, 
lay the burden in the Lord’s hand, and 
see defeat turn to triumph. 


CAMBRIDGE SPRINGS, PA. 














Two Pastors’ Messages 


One speaks to the people inside his church, the other, to the people 
outside his church 














” Behold, the Changing Years!” 


AST July the First Brethren Church 

of Long Beach, Calif., of which 
Louis S. Bauman, D.D., is pastor, cele- 
brated its twenty-fifth anniversary. The 
beautifully printed calendar for July 
10 contains pictures of the attractive 
church building in 1913 and this year, 
showing an addition for the Sunday 
school. There are also photographs of 
the interior, as it looked twenty-five 
years ago and as it is today; a group 
of the pastor’s helpers in 1925; and the 
Associate pastor, Alan S. Pearce. There 
is a fine statement of faith, with an ac- 
companying note saying it is exactly 
the same as that printed and used at 
the dedication service in 1913, and setting 


forth, among others, such vital doctrines 
as the fact that the whole Bible is the 
Word of God, the deity of Christ, the 
blood atonement, and “the second, per- 
sonal, and imminent return of our Lord 
from Heaven to establish on earth His 
glorious millennial reign.” 

There are also two photographs of the 
pastor, side by side with the dates “1913” 
and “1938” above them, and below them 
this caption, “Behold, the Changing 
Years!” But one cannot help feeling 
that these two photographs are perhaps 
not an outstanding illustration of that 
phrase, for Dr. Bauman seems to have 
changed so little! Then, just after 
these two pictures, comes the pastor’s 
beautiful anniversary message, laying 
more emphasis on the goodness of God, 
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and the future blessings in store for His 
people, than on the achievements of the 
pastor and the church. Here is the 
message: 

“ ‘Behold, the changing years !’ Thus our 
good Associate is determined to present 
two pictures as above in this Calendar, 
the arrangement of which is a matter 
for which he is largely responsible. Yes, 
the years do bring changes; but, Jesus 
changes not, and we are content. He is 
the same, yesterday, today, and forever. 
‘Thou, Lord . . . the heavens are the 
works of thine hands: they shall per- 
ish; but thou remainest; and they shall 
all wax old as doth a garment... and 
they shall be changed: but thou art the 
same, and thy years shall not fail’ (Heb. 
1:10-12). 

“But as for us—changed? Yes, and 
we shall continue to change, until at 
last, He, who changeth not, ‘shall change 
our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body’ (Phil. 3: 
21). Then, thank God, ‘the changing 
years’ shall change no more! Yea, in 
that day soon, ‘We shall all be changed, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye ... for this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality’ (1 Cor. 15:51-53); and, 
then, O blessed home, ‘The Lord himself 
shall descend ... and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: then we ... shall be 
caught up together ... and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord’ (1 Thess. 4:16, 17) 
— ‘together’ with all those so dear to 
our hearts here at Fifth and Cherry — 
‘loved and lost awhile’—during these 
twenty-five changeful years at Fifth and 
Cherry ! 

“Brothers and Sisters, how marvelous 
has the God of all grace been with us 
through these past twenty-five, eventful, 
changing years! And, He changeth not! 
He will continue to be with us as we 
face the future, so filled with dark fore- 
bodings for the world; but, so filled with 
‘blessed hope’ for us who ‘are not of 
this world.’ Only be true to Him, Who 
is so true to you, and nothing can touch 
you in the years to come that will not 
work out for you, in His grace, an ex- 
ceeding weight of glory. 

“Lovingly, Your Pastor, 


“Louis S. Bauman.” 
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An Attractive Invitation 


to Attend Church 


F YOU should ask the Rev. Benjamin 

S. Stern, D.D., pastor of the Emanuel 
Reformed Church, Philadelphia, for his 
card, he would hand you a rather un- 
usual four-page leaflet the size of a call- 
ing card. On one of the small pages 
you would find his telephone number 
and street address, as well as his name; 
on another the name and address of the 
church, the hours of the church and 
Sunday school services, and these words: 
“A Challenge and a Commission for 
Each One, ‘Come thou with us, and we 
will do thee good.’—Numbers 10:29.” 
Thus far, perhaps, the leaflet is not out 
of the ordinary; but the remaining two 
Pages are rather striking, and contain 
suggestions that might well be used by 
other pastors. Here are their messages: 
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THE CHURCH’s INVITATION 

To God’s Sanctuary. “I was glad 
when they said unto me, Let us go into 
the house of the Lord” (Psa. 122:1). 

To Spiritual Companionship and As- 
sured Comfort. “Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me” (Rev. 3:20). 

To Splendid Opportunity of Doing 
Good and Getting Good. “And whosoever 
will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant” (Matt. 20:27). 

To closer Fellowship and Greater 
Privilege in Christian Experience. “I 
have called you friends; for all things 
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that I have heard of my Father I have 
made known unto you” (John 15:15). 


CHURCH PURPOSE 


A Place of Prayer and Worship. “Wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth” (John 
4:24). “My house shall be called the 
house of prayer” (Matt. 21:13). 

A Place of Fellowship. “That ye also 
may have fellowship with us: and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). 

A Place of Instruction. “From a child 
thou hast known the holy scriptures” (2 
Tim. 3:15). 

A Place of Service. “I am among you 
as he that serveth” (Luke 22:27). 














How We Increase Enrollment and Attendance 


The importance of proving to the boys and 
gir! that one is interested in them personally 


By Huldah Koch Reeves 














LITTLE over a year ago, my hus- 

band and I began teaching the 
twelve-year-old boys and girls of our 
church. Each class numbered about ten. 
We were particularly interested in this 
age group because our daughter was 
then twelve years old, and a member 
of the girls’ class. The boys and girls 
won our hearts at once, and we entered 
into the work with lots of enthusiasm. 

Just at that time our Intermediate 
Department launched its yearly fall con- 
test for increased membership. We knew 
these contests are most effective if the 
increase is permanent, and we were de- 
termined this should be accomplished in 
our classes. Our boys and pirls entered 
into the contest whole-heartedly, each 
one making it his or her duty to bring in 
new members. Once new children were 
registered we made it difficult for them 
to slip away. A few, perhaps, did, but 
most of them became active members. 
We would follow up their first attendance 
with phone calls and house visits to 
assure them and their parents of our 
personal interest. We also had the mem- 
bers of the classes call up during the 
week urging the new as well as the old 
to be present the coming Sunday. If 
any of the members were absent one 
Sunday, we would not wait until the 
following Sunday,’ but called them 
within a few days to determine the 
cause of their absence. By the time the 
contest ended, each class had a list of 
twenty members. 

Our_next problem was to hold our 
gains, and continue to increase our en- 
rollment and attendance. We began by 
making the class hour as attractive, in- 
spiring, and instructive as _ possible. 
Conscientiously realizing that a well- 
prepared lesson on our part was most 
essential, we, therefore, put consider- 
able thought and time on the study of 
the lesson each week, talking it over 
with each other, and giving a question- 
naire examination, designed to encour- 
age the child to read the Bible or lesson 





This is one of the many articles submitted 
in the priz= contest on this subject which, 
while not winning a prize, is well worth the 
attention of Sunday school workers. 


leaflets again, after a two or three 
months’ lesson subject was concluded. 
We always gave them an opportunity to 
take active part in the class hour, such 
as lesson discussions, Bible reading, an- 
swering of questions, and recitation of 
memory verses. 

The class hour is short, not offering 
much opportunity for getting acquainted, 
so we planned at least one social activ- 
ity each month, generally for each class 
separately. Among these we have had 
picnics, ice skating, baseball, football, 
and basketball games, Hallowe’en parties, 
teas, mountain hikes, banquets, and trips 
to interesting industrial plants. These 
social affairs afforded fine contact with 
the boys and girls, and, as we always 
allowed friends not attending other Sun- 
day schools to be invited, new members 
were introduced in this way. A num- 
ber of the most faithful and ardent boys 
were picked up on the baseball diamonds 
or football fields where they were 
merely neighborhood spectators. Some 
had never attended Sunday school be- 
fore. 

On Mother’s Day we gave a special 
invitation to all the mothers of our chil- 
dren. A program was arranged in their 
honor, with eighty-six persons present. 
At the close, we had representatives of 
our Sunday school summer camp speak 
in behalf of the camp, which twenty- 
four of our boys and girls attended dur- 
ing the summer. Following the class 
program, a group picture was made of 
each class, and one of the entire group. 

At present, we are using the individual 
class pictures as letterheads for our sta- 
tionery, and the same cut is used on 
cards, which we and the boys and girls 
pass out as personal invitations to pros- 
pects for our classes. For the past few 
months we have been writing weekly 
letters, mimeographed and mailed by 
the church staff. This letter is made 
very personal, mentioning any who are 
ill, giving credit to those who bring 
new members, listing the names of the 
new boys and girls, announcing the ac- 
tivities of the coming week, and always 
including a paragraph of the following 
Sunday’s lesson. The parents have 
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many times remarked that these letters 
are looked forward to most eagerly, and 
we know that they have helped the at- 
tendance and eliminated many phone 
calls. 

Following a suggestion in THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times in a September issue, we 
spent one Sunday afternoon in going 
from door to door in the immediate 
vicinity of the church. We went in 
groups of one adult, two boys, and two 
girls. The person answering the door- 
bell was approached as cordially as pos- 
sible, and informed that we were invit- 
ing boys and girls to Sunday school. In 
nearly all cases we were received nicely, 
and we succeeded in reaching quite a 
few youngsters of various ages, and 
some adults, who were not attending any 
Sunday school. This will be done again, 
as the boys and girls actually enjoyed 
the experience, and we obtained some 
good members. 

Our enrollment has grown to thirty- 
five or more for each class. Several 
Sundays during the last few months 
there have been as many as thirty-three 
girls and thirty boys present. 

Since the classes have become so large 
we have found it almost impossible for 
one teacher to hold the attention of 
the entire group. The boys were espe- 
cially difficult, so my husband has ob- 
tained the help of two assistants. They 
were just to assist in the class hour, but 
they liked the work so much that they 
help in everything. My husband is still 
the leader, and takes the responsibility 
for the class activities, but the class is 
divided into three sections for the teach- 
ing period, the more ardent boys going 
into the higher sections. This is de- 
termined by the weekly Moody point 
system of grading1 as mentioned in the 
TIMEs, but each teacher gets into touch 
with all the boys by rotating each month. 
The girls are more easily managed, and 
until recently I have taught them by 
myself, but now I too have an assistant. 

Our efforts have been marvelously 
blessed. A number of boys and girls 
have accepted Christ, and in some in- 
stances have brought their sisters and 
brothers, and even mothers and fathers. 
Many lead beautifully in prayer, and 
show an interest in our mission study 
books. Prayer has been a vital factor 
in the success of these two classes. At 
our family altar, the boys and girls are 
brought before the Throne of Grace. 
We well realize that we can do nothing 
of ourselves, but with His help we actu- 
ally see boys and girls change. 

Perhaps some may think that follow- 
ing such a program is too costly. May 
I give a little testimony in behalf of 
tithing? Although we are of modest 
means, we have always had plenty of 
money for the Lord’s work. We have 
been tithers ever since we were married, 
and my husband several years prior to 
that, and we have always had more to 
give each year. We feel that the money 
used on these two classes is well ac- 
counted for, and we are satisfied that 
we cannot find a more deserving man- 
ner in which to apply part of our tithe, 





1Details may be obtained from Clarence 
H. Benson, Director of the Christian Educa- 
tion Course, Moody Bible Institute, 153 Insti- 
tute Place, Chicago. 
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than in a service that helps to lead 
boys and girls to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 

To go faithfully to Sunday school each 
week, and even with the lesson well 
prepared, was not, we found, sufficient 
to keep up attendance and promote spir- 
itual growth. One has to prove to the 
boys and girls that one is interested in 
them personally, that one misses them 
when absent, that it matters whether or 
not they are saved, and that it is of 
vital interest what kind of men and 
women they are going to be. We have 
to get out and play with them to get 
their interest and confidence; and we 
have found, too, that feeding them occa- 
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sionally helps a lot. If the way to a 
man’s heart is through his stomach, the 
same key gets the entrée to our chil- 
dren. 

All of this has taken a lot of our 
time, but we believe it is a part of our 
stewardship, and most of the time it has 
been a pleasure. If our boys and girls 
receive just a part of the blessing that 
we receive from this work, we shall 
consider ourselves well repaid, and we 
are trying to receive the full co-opera- 
tion of the children and their parents 
by sincerely telling them that we intend 
to stick with the job until they finish 
high school. 

DENVER, COLO. 














Indian Canoemen Who Rested on Sunday 


An editorial, continued from page 708 














called on the Christian Indians to test 
the matter. They hesitated. 

“To convince both the Company agents 
and the Christian Indians I determined 
to make the journey with them in my 
canoe. This was in the summer of 1842. 
I had learned that the Company had 
sent one of its swiftest canoes up the 
higher reaches of the Saskatchewan. I 
undertook to compete with them with 
a picked team. The Company canoe 
was much better than ours, and we 
stopped on Sundays. For weeks we 
strove, up the whole length of the Sas- 
katchewan River. We were distanced 
on Sundays, but in the course of the 
week recovered our ground. The pagans 
rowed with rage; ours with a fine en- 
thusiasm. 

“Weeks passed. Finally we reached 
Norway House. The Christians ac- 
claimed our return. We were first. The 
agents of the Company awaited the re- 
turn of their swift canoe. It came in 
only on the second day after ours.” 

This contest was the talk of Indians 
all over the country. In June, 1843, a 
Christian brigade of canoemen started 
out, again on the Saskatchewan. The 
Company agents were furious. They 
sought to make Evans’ life impossible 
longer in Canada. On the second of 
September a returning canoe could be 
seen through the evening mists. The 
whole village was massed on the bank 
to discover which team it was. They 
approached without haste, and one felt 
that they were weary. The cadence of 
their paddles, however, chanted the joy 
of their return. It was the Christian 
team! In spite of their fatigue they 
asked to go immediately to the church. 
A thanksgiving service was held by 
canoemen and their families. Only after 
that did they eat and sleep. 

The next day they told their experi- 
ences. On Sundays they were wont to 
rise early. They bathed and break- 
fasted, then had worship with their birch 
bark Scriptures and hymn sheets. After 
dinner they slept and relaxed. Then 
came supper and a second service of 
worship. 

The competing pagan teams passing 


would shout, “Loafers,” “Girls who sing 
better than they row.” 

“We were untroubled. We had re- 
membered to keep the Sabbath day 
holy. On Mondays we rose very early, 
refreshed and rested. On Wednesday we 
had reached and overtaken the other 
crews and passed them. By Thursday 
evening we had passed all. We hurried 
up toward Sunday in order to gain 
ground.” 

The following weeks the contest con- 
tinued. At the last the pagan crew were 
left far in the rear. They did not come 
in until eight or ten days later. The 
Christians had a cross at the prow of 
their leading canoe: the others, wolf or 
fox totems. Some of the pagan canoes 
had not reached the Bay in time. The 
officials of the Company were bitter, but 
at last surrendered to the facts and 
ceased their opposition to the Christians’ 
observance of the Lord’s Day. The fol- 
lowing summer, having furs of great 
value, they entrusted the most precious 
ones to the Christian Indian canoemen 
who stopped on Sundays. Without ex- 
ception those who respected the Day 
regained Norway House first and were 
much less weakened by fatigue. 

* % * 

While we are not bound in this dis- 
pensation of grace to observe Old Tes- 
tament laws concerning the Sabbath, or 
seventh day of the week, yet there is 
no doubt that many of the passages 
referring to it contain lessons for us, 
and that there is blessing in store for 
us if we give heed to them. In thinking 
of these Christian Indians of Canada, 
one is reminded of that well known pas- 
sage in Isaiah 58:13, 14: 

“If thou turn away thy foot from the 
sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my 
holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, 
the holy of the Lord, honourable; and 
shalt honour him, not doing thine own 
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, 
nor speaking thine own words: 

“Then shalt thou delight thyself in the 
Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon 
the high places of the earth, and feed 
thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father.” 
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LESSON 4. OCTOBER 23. OUR DAY OF REST 


International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 20: 8-11; Isaiah 58:13, 14; Luke 13: 10-17; Galatians 4: 8-11, 
Colossians 2:16; Revelation 1:10; printed text, Exodus 20: 8-11; Luke 13 :10-17 
Golden Text.—Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.—Exod. 20:8 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Exodus 20:8-11 
Luke 13:10-17 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Exod. 20:8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: 

10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lorp thy God: in it 
thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates: 

11 For in six days the Lorp made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lorp 
blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

Luke 13:10 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on 
the sabbath. 

11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of 
infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in 
no wise lift up herself. 

12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto 
her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 

13 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made 
straight, and glorified God. 

14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, 
because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto 
the people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in 
them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day. 

15 The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth 
not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from 
the stall, and lead him away to watering? 

16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, 
whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Exod. 20:8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six 
days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; 10 but the seventh 
day is a sabbath unto Jehovah thy God: in it thou shalt not do 
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, 
nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates: 11 for in six days Jehovah made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore Jehovah blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

Luke 13:10 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on 
the sabbath day. 11 And behold, a woman that had a spirit of 
infirmity eighteen years; and she was bowed together, and could 
in no wise lift herself up. 12 And when Jesus saw her, he called 
her, and said to her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 
13 And he laid his hands upon her: and immediately she was 
made straight, and glorified God. 14 And the ruler of the syna- 
gogue, being moved with indignation because Jesus had healed 
on the sabbath, answered and said to the multitude, There are 
six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come 
and be healed, and not on the day of the sabbath. 15 But the 
Lord answered him, and said, Ye hypocrites, doth not each one 
of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the ! stall, and 
lead him away to watering? 16 And ought not this woman, being 
a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan had bound, lo, these eighteen 
years, to have been loosed from this bond on the day of the sab- 
bath? 17 And as he said these things, all his adversaries were put 
to shame: and all the multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things 
that were done by him. 


1Gr., manger. 





this bond on the sabbath day? 


17 And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were 
ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things 


that were done by him. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE Sabbath was given to Israel not 
only as a memorial of God’s crea- 
tion-rest, but as a reminder of their 
deliverance from the bondage of Egypt 
in order that they might enjoy the rest 
of Canaan (Deut. 5:12-15). In giving 
them one day out of every seven for 
physical rest and spiritual upbuilding, 
God had their needs in view. His Sab- 
bath was made for man. He designed 
it for His people’s blessing. It is a sad 
commentary on the perversity of the 
human heart that many of them saw 
in this gracious provision a restriction 
upon their liberty, against which they 
rebelled, saying, “When will the. . 
sabbath ... be gone?” (Amos 8:5), be- 
cause of their desire to indulge in trade 
and the acquisition of wealth. 

On the other hand, long ere our Lord 
appeared on earth, they had hedged the 
Sabbath about with so many of their 
own rules and regulations that what 
God intended to be a joy and a delight 
had become a heavy burden and an op- 
pression of their spirits. 

Similarly do men treat the Christian 
day of rest and worship, which for in- 
telligent believers has displaced the Sab- 
bath of the law. But how we would 
miss them were our Lord’s Days taken 
from us and if we were forced to labor 
seven days a week with no respite for 
spiritual culture or physical upbuilding ! 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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Let us cherish our privileges and neither 
despise them, on the one hand, nor 
hedge them about with legal enactments, 
on the other, for which there is no Bib- 
lical authorization. We are called to 
rejoice before the Lord as we reverently 
dedicate the seventh part of our time to 
that which honors him in a pre-eminent 
way. 


The Historical Setting 


It was probably in the last half-year 
of our Lord’s ministry that the incident 
found in Luke 13 took place. He is the 
only evangelist who mentions it, and he 
does not give us the name of the town 
in which this synagogue was situated. 
The healing of the woman on the Sab- 
bath day helped to swell the rising tide 
of indignation against him. The year 
commonly given is A. D. 33. 

Verse by Verse 

Exod. 20:8.—“Remember the sabbath 
day, to keep it holy.” The Fourth Com- 
mandment called upon Israel to set aside 
every seventh day as a memorial to the 
Lord. By observance of this ordinance 
they would not only be honoring God, 
but would be themselves greatly bene- 
fited. 


Verse 9.—“Six days shalt thou labour.” 
The wisdom of this injunction is seen 
in the fact that both men and beasts 
are so constituted that they need stated 
periods of rest. One day in seven, used 
for physical and mental recuperation, 
will not only prolong one’s life and ac- 
tivity, but it makes for greater serenity 
of spirit and quietness of mind. 


Verse 10.—“The seventh day is the sab- 
bath.” In the law the rest day followed 
six days of toil. This is significant, for 
the law promised blessing and rest to 
him who kept it. Under grace the day 
of rest precedes the week of labor, even 
as believers are to enter into rest in 
Christ ere they go out to serve in His 
name. 


Verse 11.—“In six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth.” Observe, it is not 
said that he created the universe in six 
days. Genesis 1 distinguishes between 
the creation of the heaven and the earth 
and the “making” which followed in the 
six-day period. The Sabbath was a 
memorial of Jehovah’s rest, when his 
work was finished and his creation and 
making thus completed. See Genesis 2: 
1-3. Note the expression: “All his work 
which God created and made.” 


Luke 13:10.—“Teaching . . . on the sab- 
bath.” Our Lord’s custom as a youth 
was to attend the synagogue and partici- 
pate in the service on the Sabbath (Luke 
4:16). Much of his teaching was done on 
that day, when the people were gathered 
together at the accustomed place of 
meeting. 

Verse 11.—“A woman which .. . could 
in no wise lift up herself.” This afflicted 
creature was one whose condition pic- 
tured that of all men until touched by 
divine grace. She was helpless and hope- 
less so far as her own ability to improve 
her condition was concerned. Therefore 
she needed the great Physician, who al- 
ways delights to undertake for those who 
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admit they can do nothing to deliver 
themselves. 


Verse 12.—‘Woman, thou art loosed 
from thine infirmity.” He saw her need 
and immediately met it. His voice of 
power told of his determination to set 
her free. He knew her as one who had 
faith in God and he responded to the 
unspoken desire of her heart. : 


Verse 13.—“She was mdde straight.” 
As he laid his tender hands upon that 
deformed body, a thrill of new life went 


through her whole being, and for the~ 


first time in eighteen years she stood 
erect, praising God for her remarkable 
healing. She was made straight. This 
is most suggestive. The Lord is still 
engaged in straightening crooked lives 
to the glory of God. 


Verse 14.—“Not on the sabbath day.” 
The ruler of the synagogue was a stick- 
ler for ritual and outward form. It was 
far more to him that the traditions of 
the elders be punctiliously observed than 
that needy souls be ministered to or 
crooked ones be made straight. He did 
not address Jesus Christ directly, but 
he scolded the woman as though she 
had chosen the Sabbath day deliberately 
as the time when she expected healing. 


Verse 15.—“Thou hypocrite.” How 
stern the rebuke of the Lord! -.Ever 
tender toward those who confessed their 
sins, no matter how grave, he could not 
tolerate hypocrisy. Think of men who 
would care for their cattle and other 
beasts on the Sabbath and yet be quite 
indifferent to the needs of men! 


Verse 16.—“A daughter of Abraham.” 
She was a woman who believed God and 
so was not only one of the natural seed 
of Abraham, but was one of his spiritual 
children. Yet Satan had bound her (as 
he*bound Job so long before), and Jesus 
Christ rightly loosed her on the Sabbath 
day. 

Verse 17.—“All the people rejoiced.” 
The rulers were put to shame before 
the people by the Lord’s stern rebuke 
and his apt illustrations. But the com- 
mon people rejoiced in the manifestation 
of divine power. Surely never was the 
Sabbath more truly hallowed than in 
thus ministering to human need and al- 
leviating physical distress. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is of all importance to realize that - 


men are more to God than forms and 
ceremonies, even of his own devising. 
“The sabbath was made for man, and 
not man for the sabbath” (Mark 2:27). 
He who is “Lord ... of the sabbath” is 
pleased when we use his holy day to 
bless and help those in trouble, and to 
relieve the afflicted, so far as we are 
able to do so. Truly to keep the first 
day of the week holy to the Lord is to 
use it for rest, worship, and ministry to 
others. To think only of relaxation and 
so to spend this day in pleasure seeking 
is to misuse it and to fail to enter into 
the purpose God has had in mind in pre- 
serving its privileges for us. “I get so 
weary with all the burdens of business 
throughout the week,” said a Christian 
tradesman to me once, “that I must have 
rest and exercise on Sunday. So I use 
the Lord’s Day afternoons visiting in the 
hospital and seeking to comfort and help 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. October 23.—Our Day of Rest. Exodus 
20:8-11; Isaiah 58:13, 14; Luke 13:10- 
17; Galatians 4:8-11; Colossians 2: 
16; Revelation 1:10 
5. October 30.—Personal Rights and 
Where They End (International Tem- 
perance Sunday) ....... Ecclesiastes 
2:1-3, 10, 11; Romans 6:17-23; 14:21 
6. November 6.—Honoring Our Parents. 
Exodus 20:12; Luke 2:46-52; John 
19:26, 27; Ephesians 6:1-4 
7. November 13.—The Sacredhess of Hu- 
eee ee Exodus 20:13 
Matthew 5:21-26, 38-42 
8. November 20.—The Sacredness of the 
Home. Exodus 20:14; Matthew 5:27- 
30; Mark 10:2-16; Ephesians 5:22-3 
9. November 27.—Honesty in All Things. 
Exodus 20:15; Matthew 19:16-22; 
Luke 19:1-10, 45, 46; 20:9-16 
10. December 4.—The Sin of Lying. 
Exodus 20:16; 2 Kings 5:20-27; Prov- 
erbs 6:16-19; Matthew 15:19, 20; 
John 8:42-47; Ephesians 4:25; 
Revelation 22:14, 15 
11. December 11.—The Sin of Covetous- 
ness. Exodus 20:17; Luke 12:13-21; 
1 Timothy 6:6-10 
12. December 18.—Christ’s New Com- 
mandment. Matthew 5:43-48; 22:34- 
40; Luke 10:25-37; John 13:34, 35; 
15:12-14; Galatians 5:13, 14 








the friendless.” He returned to work 
on Monday refreshed and ready for an- 
other six days of toil. 


Lesson Outlines 
USING THE Day oF REST ARIGHT 
Isaiah 58:13, 14 

Cease from selfish pleasure (v. 13a) 
2. Call it a delight (v. 13b, part one) 
Hallow it to the Lord (v. 13b, part 
two) 

4. Honor God by refraining from secu- 

lar pursuits (v. 13c) 


. Delight in the Lord (v. 14a) 


THE RESULT 
. God will honor those who honor him 
(v. 14b) 
2. He will satisfy with good things (v. 
14c) 


3. His Word is sure (v. 14d) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Distinguish between Law and Grace. 
These are two principles that never will 
mix. Law says, “Be obedient, and I will 
give you life.” Grace says, “I have 
given you life; now be obedient.” We 
are not saved by observing the Sabbath 
of Israel, or keeping the Lord’s Day of 
the new dispensation. But if we love 
Christ, we will be glad to use the rest 
day for his glory. 

From the earliest Christian times the 
first day of the week has been recognized 
as the Lord’s Day (Rev. 1:10), and ob- 
served as a day of worship and service, 
in place of the seventh day Sabbath 
which was the distinctive day of the old 
economy. No one “changed the Sab- 
bath.” But the resurrection memorial 
took the place of the memorial of Is- 
rael’s deliverance from Egypt and was 
evidently approved by God, through the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Practical and Personal Applications 


Let us be honest with ourselves. Do 
we use the day of rest to the glory of 
God or for our own selfish purposes? 


Since God has been pleased to indi- 
cate his will that one day in seven be 
set apart for rest and worship, is it not 
very foolish, not to say sinful, to waste 
its precious hours in things that do not 
glorify him? 

To hallow the Sabbath was to observe 
it in obedience to the Word of God. 


Are we as careful to use the Lord’s Day 
for the same purpose? 


How much do we enter into the spirit 
of him who declared it is right to do 
good on the Sabbath day? 


Human need always appealed to the 
tender heart of our Saviour. Are we 
as sensitive to the troubles of others and 
as eager to help as he would be? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


A man was to be stoned to death who 
violated the Sabbath of the law, but the 
Christian observes the weekly rest day 
out of love for Christ. 


Judaism and Christianity are not to 
be confounded, nor are we to confuse 
the two memorial days which character- 
ize them. 


Indifference to the privileges of the 
Lord’s Day generally manifests a heart 
out of fellowship with God and a spirit 
that is under the power of worldliness. 


Consider how frequently the first day 
of the week is mentioned in the New 
Testament as a day of special privilege. 


On the last seventh-day Sabbath that 
God ever recognized, the body of Jesus 
Christ lay cold in death, but on the first 
day of the week the Saviour rose in tri- 
umph over the grave. 


We are sometimes told by Saturday 
Sabbatarians that Sunday is a heathen 
day dedicated to the sun; but they forget 
that Saturday was also a heathen festival 
dedicated to Saturn. 


Think what the feelings of the healed 
woman must have been as she heard the 
rulers of the synagogue wrangling about 
the lawfulness of her deliverance on the 
Sabbath day ! 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


F WHAT does the Fourth Command- 
ment treat? 


2. What two reasons are given for the 
keeping of the Sabbath? 

3. What event does the first day of the 
week commemorate? 

4. Though the Christian is not under law, 
does this leave him free to violate its spirit? 


* 5. How may we best honor God in con- 
nection with the observance of the Lord’s 
Day? ; 

6. What miracle did the Lord Jesus Christ 
work in a synagogue on the Sabbath? 


7. How did this affect the ruler of the 
synagogue? 


8. How did the Lord deal with him? 
9. What lesson may we learn from this? 
10. Of what was the Sabbath a type? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 721 of this issue. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Jack and His Books.—The sabbath was 
made for man (Mark 2:27). Some years 
ago, on my way home from a Western 
trip, on a Saturday, I stopped over be- 
tween trains in Pittsburgh to say “Hello” 
to an old college classmate. He was in 
the iron and steel commission business. 
As we started for the railroad station I 
noticed he was carrying a bunch of ac- 
count books. 

“What’s that you are carrying, Jack? 
Taking your business home for Sunday?” 
I asked. 

“Better the day, better the deed, Bill,” 
he laughed at me. 

“Well, Jack, old fellow, that’s danger- 
ous business. God gave us Sunday to 
rest in. I have never yet seen the man 
who can deliberately break a law of 
God and get away with it.” 

“I’m doing so much business that Sun- 
day is the only time I have to do my 
bookkeeping.” 

“Jack, I’m telling you this seven days 
a week work will get you sooner or 
later.” 

“Oh, you old Puritan,” laughed Jack 
at me, “haven’t you yet discovered we 
are now 300 years away from Plymouth 
Rock?” 

“Yes, my boy, but look out you don’t 
fall over old’ ‘300 year’ Plymouth Rock 
and hurt yourself.” 

About a month later one of Jack’s 
friends, who walked to the station with 
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FROM THE UTTERMOST TO THE UTTERMOST 


The soul that Satan binds-can look no 
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us that evening to take the train, wrote 
me: “Dear Bill, I am thinking a lot of 
what you said to Jack about taking his 
business home for Sunday work. He has 
been down near death’s door for two 
weeks.” 

I wrote George, and in my letter I 
said: “Jack will either change for the 
better or die on the twenty-first or the 
twenty-eighth day. When a man goes 
down with one of the overwork diseases 
he recovers or dies on a day the multiple 
of seven, because God made him on the 
seventh day model” (Matt. 12:8). 

That is why God’s Sabbath was made 
for man. While my old classmate was 
laid up with the fever his partner ran 
he business into the ground. When Jack 
got well he had to start all over again 
and rebuild. He had learned his lesson 
at a great cost, but he learned it — and 
there was no more Sunday bookkeeping. 
When he passed away, he left a fine go- 
ing business for his sons (Isa. 58:13, 14). 


The Best Rest.—Woman, thou art 
loosed from thine infirmity (Luke 13: 
12). I have selected this text for con- 
sideration as it suggests a good way to 
rest on the Sabbath—and to keep it 
holy. (See Dr. Pace’s cartoon.) Here 
is the unfailing recipe: Help somebody 
who has an “infirmity.” Not necessarily 
some old woman tied up by an “infirm- 
ity,” although there is nothing more 
happy. There are many other ways of 
helpfulness (Matt. 25:35, 36). 

One of the palatial homes on the “Main 
Line” near Philadelphia was built and 
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occupied by the President of the Bald-' 


win Locomotive Works. When he was 
a boy living with his widowed mother 
he and another boy (who became our 
Coatesville minister in later years) used 
to spend part of their “day of rest” in 
visiting the old folks in their poor neigh- 
borhood who could not afford to buy 
proper spectacles, and read the Bible 
to them. 

They were both poor boys. The older 
got a job in the Baldwin Works draw- 
ing room at $3 a week. He advanced as 
time went on to the highest place in 
plant and church. 

It is a small service to be spectacles 
to old folks, and I mention it because 
it is something anyone can do. In this 
case the boys were fathers to the men. 
The one became a great industrialist 
and the other the minister of the Best 
Little Church in the Land— where 
grows the Iron Rose! 

To “rest” is not to lie around idly and 
“loaf.” “Loafing” is the most unsatis- 
factory way to put in Sunday. I know 
because I have tried it. Really to rest 
is to do something else. I have friends 
whose idea of rest on any day is to go 
out in a boat on the river and wait 
patiently for the bass to bite. My brother 
gets a rest tramping over the landscape 
with dog and gun, but not on Sunday. 

Others of us find the finest kind of 
joy and refreshment in a rest that helps 
us keep forever young and full of pep. 
We get it in the Sunday school. We go 
to sleep Sunday night without rocking 
and awake Monday morning with a zest 
to conquer the world! (Ezek. 20:12; 
Psa. 92:14 — See title of Psalm; Psa. 118: 
24.) 


Sabbath Breaking.—Thou hypocrite, 
doth not each one of you on the sabbath 
loose his ox ... and lead him away to 
watering? (v. 15.) ~ The Jewish leaders 
of Christ’s day were hypocrites. The 
Lord calls them this, and this name then, 
as now, was a pretty severe name. 

I like this from Spurgeon: “When 
you see a man with a great deal of re- 
ligion displayed in his shop window, you 
may depend upon it he keeps a very 
small stock of it within.” 

These Jewish leaders were saying all 
sorts of hard things about those of their 
fellow Jews who took the job of tax 
collector for the Romans. While they 
called these publicans “Crooks,” these 
leaders themselves were* turning the 
Temple, of all places, into what Jesus 
called “a den of thieves” (Matt. 21:13). 

So brazen and so scandalous was this 
desecration, our Lord’s indignation took 
the shape of physical force at the end 
of a rope “club.” 

In his Sermon on the Mount our Lord 
says something about getting the beam 
out of our own eye before going to work 
on the mote in the other fellow’s eye! 
(Matt. 7:3-5.) 

When taking an extreme position upon 
any important matter it is advisable to 
examine carefully where you stand on 
the same matter. This thing of Sab- 
bath observance, for example. (Lev. 23: 
3; Psa. 118: 24.) 

Some of our forefathers were exceed- 
ingly strict in this matter of Sabbath 
observance. Our grandfather would not 
permit the family to sit on the front 
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porch. It was a day of seclusion — and 
gloom. Except one bright ray! Oh, boy, 
you should have sat down to that big 
Sunday dinner! Only second to the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas spread. The 
women of the household spent a large 
part of the morning getting the dinner 
ready and a good part of the afternoon 
“cleaning and ridding up.” 

This matter of Sabbath observance is 
rather complicated. I know of no strict 
Sabbatarian who refuses to use the tele- 
phone or radio on the Lord’s Day. 

When the man or woman is a real 
Christian there will be no Sabbath 
breaking. As Major Whittle told us, 
“When you are a Christian you can do 
what you want to do.” No Christian 
wants to break the Lord’s Day. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
V4 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
without first secur- 


the conditions of this department. Th 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 


sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note. 


the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by_ th 
editors, whi might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
es three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson, 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Lord Shaw’s Liberating Rule.—Re- 
member the sabbath day, to keep it holy 
(Golden Text). Lord Shaw of Dunferm- 
line has written thus of his own experi- 
ence: “I can truly say that for over 
thirty years of my life there was not 
one week-end on which I could not have 
pleaded exhaustion and left work over 
for Sunday. And I am also as truly cer- 


. tain of this, that if I had yielded to that 


temptation I should long ago have been 
in my grave. The really laborious man 
cannot afford to work on Sunday. Often 
and often have I seen times when the 
strain of nerve and battle was so great 
that one strove through it and téward 
the Sabbath calm with a certain pas- 
sionate exaltation of mind.” Ought not 
we on this day to be loosed from our 
bonds?—From the Rev. J. M. E. Ross, 
in “The Devotional Commentary.” Sent 
by H. C. Mateer, Charlton Station, Ont. 


Why the Sabbath Was There.—Re- 
member the sabbath day, to keep it holy 
(Golden Text). Dr. Talmage told of a 
man he knew who was ninety-nine years 
old. He said: “I went across the moun- 
tains in the early days of this coun- 
try. Sabbath morning came. We were 
beyond the reach of civilization. My 
comrades were planning to spend the 
day in games. I said: “No, I can’t join 
you. It is Sunday.” They laughed and 
said, “Why, there isn’t any Sunday 
here.” “Oh, yes,” I said, “there is! I 
brought it with me over the mountains.” 
Be sure to take the Sabbath with you 
wherever you go.—From the Free Meth- 
odist. Sent by Gladys Anderson, Rocky 
Point, Wyo. 


A Revised Rendering.—Remember the 
sabbath day, to keep it holy (Golden 
Text). Betty: “Mother, what is meant 
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by a ‘Sabbath day’s journey’?” Mother: 
“Well, dear, in our case it means twice 
around the golf course.”—From the Buf- 
falo Evening News. Sent by Josephine 
A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


No Sabbath. — The sabbath day 
(Golden Text). A Jew who had done a 
kindly act on the Sabbath which others 
had refused to do was reproached for 
it. He replied, “Good deeds have no 
Sabbath.”—From the Methodist Times. 
Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Law and Grace—the Difference.— 
Six days shalt thou labour (Exod. 20: 
9). Under the law, they labored first, 
then rested. But under grace we first 
find rest in Jesus, and then work.—From 
Moody’s “Notes from My Bible.” Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


A Physician’s Testimony.—The Lord 
blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it 
(v. 11). A prominent British doctor, 
Sir James Crichton Browne, says: “We 
doctors are now constantly compelled in 
the treatment of nervous diseases to pre- 
scribe periods of absolute rest and com- 
plete seclusion. Some periods are, I 
think, only Sundays in arrears.” Mil- 
lions in America make their Sundays 
one of the most distracting days of the 
week, with high speed journeys here and 
there, and carousals late into the night. 
Only eternity will reveal the complete 
loss in all the great values of life of this 
one feature of dissipation——From Heart 
and Life. Sent by Roger J. Wells, 
Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast provided in thy plans for man, a 
day of rest and worship. Thou knowest our 
needs, and so thou hast named one day in 
seven to be used in ways that draw us to 
thee in worship and quietness of spirit. It 
is thy plan, not of our devising. How care- 
less of thy wisdom and love we are when we 
ignore the high privileges of that day! How 
often we have wasted that precious day in 
selfish ways ! May we spend it gladly in wor- 
ship, and in service for thee, finding rest in 
deeds of mercy, and helpfulness to others in 
thy name. Amen. 


After the wesson.—Do you have a Sun- 
day problem? Do you wonder whether 
you can rightly do this or that on Sun- 
day? Is it a day of hard restrictions, or 
glad occupations? Yes, of course some 





ap’ Use OF SUNDAY? 
WHICH IS MY WAY? 











restrictions to keep out of the day what 
would not belong to it. But what can 
rightly be done on Sunday is so rich, so 
abundant in glad service that the day is 
filled up before we quite realize it. And 
when you face these questions squarely, 
what could we do without Sunday? Body 
and spirit would be worn out, if we did 
not have this provision that our God 
has made for us. Are we using Sunday 
as God would have us use it? Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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i i Britannica is 
authority for the statement that 
Annuitants* are very long lived. 
This is due to the psychological 
factor of ‘self selection’. 


. 
When you take a Life Annuity © 
Contract with Wheaton College it 
is with the expectation of living a 
long while to enjoy the fruits of 
your financial foresight. Also you 
have fullsatisfaction with your in- 
vestment in the education of the 
rising generation along strictly 
Christian lines. - 


Wheaton College Annuity con- 
tracts yield high returns without 
any fluctuation in value. They give 
you or a survivor an income for 
life and make you the executor of 
your own estate, free of attorney 
fees, with a reduction in taxes. 
a 
Mait Coupon for the full 
investment story and particulars 
of this fast growing 
Christian Institution 
which your Annuity 
will help perpetuate. 


Details Free — Mail 
Coupon. No Obligation 


*Those receiving regular incomes as 
holders of Annuity Contracts. 


“For Christ and His Kingdom” 
AAAAAAAAA 


MR. GEORGE V. KIRK, Vice-President, Box T-108 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 
Without obligation please tell me the full story of 
Wheaton College Life Annuity Contracts and how 
they provide a life income. 
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IF YoU DISTINCTLY PROMISE to give 
23 of them to Sicka..d Aged (not 
to others), I will send to you 24 free Gospels of 
John, with map and outline. Keep the tw nty- 
fourth. ELIZABETH MERRIAM, Framingham, Massachusetts. 





—maxina OPPORTUNITY— 
Organizations, Schools, Individuals, ete., 
make money easily selling HANDY WACKs, 
popular household paper items—sell quickly, 
make good profits and repeat. WRITE 
TODAY for FREE catalog and interesting 
information. 


HANDY WACKS CORPORATION 





Sparta, Michigan Dep.. S 








——CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS— 


For Sale or for Personal Use 
New, attractive CHRISTMAS and EVERY DAY 
Greetings with worthwhile sentiments, many with 
Bible Texts—in great variety of artistic settings— 
the type of Greetings Christian people are looking 
for. Cards that are different—not found in stores — 
Boxed and facet meg pe profit—no investment 
a Catalog and sales plans on request. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS, INC. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo, N. Y. 











WH FIRES, HURRICANES ? 
FLOODS and EARTHQUAKES 6 


Have they a meaning for TH/S AGE? 
Do they give Christians an opportunity to wit- 
ness to the Grace of God? 


DO YOU KNOW HOW 


TO WITNESS FOR CHRIST WHEN FACED 
WITH THESE PROBLEMS? 
Send at once for 2 FREE LEAFLETS: — 


“THE GOODNESS AND SEVERITY OF GOD” 
‘*WHY SCATTER SCRIPTURES? WITH SOME 
PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS ”’ 


American Scripture Gift Mission 
119 South 4th Street PHILA., PA. 














When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 





Higley’s $. S$. Lesson Commentary 


Every verse explained, Central Truths applied, Prac- 
tical Teaching aids, Keyed Questions. 320pages. Over 
200,000 words. Four new features for 1939. ‘The finest 
lesson commentary in the land and only $1.00 post- 
paid. Order from us or your regular bookseller. 
Catalog Free. 


THE HIGLEY FRESS, Dept. S. S., Butler, Ind. 


A Real Gift to You! 


Our New Descriptive and Illustrated Book Cat- 
alog, containing nearly 1 200items, closely indexed 
and topically classified. You need this conveni- 
ent listing of some of the world’s best books and 
pamphiets, free! 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 N. Wells Street Chicago, Hlinois 


SEE Florida 


* The TAUCK WAY 


FIVE DAYS AT SEA—EIGHT DAYS ON LAND 
THREE DAYS AT MIAMI BEACH 


Florida is becoming a popular autumn vacation resort. 
The discerning traveler will be quick to recognize the ex- 
ceptional values contained in this delightful sea and land 
cruise, which includes 2,000 miles of cruising aboard a 
Clyde liner_and a 1,100 mile motor tour of Florida’s East 
and West Coasts. 


Parties leave New York Tuesdays — Oct. 18 & Nov. 8 


The price—$158.00—includes transportation and out- 
side staterooms aboard ship, complete circle motor tour 
of Florida, best hotel accommodations, all meals, side 
trips, admissions, guide fees and hotel dining room and 
beliboy tips. 


Request FREE illustrated booklet “‘ SS*’ from 


TAUCK TOURS, Inc. 











9 E. 41st Street NEW YORK 
OTHER OFFICES 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: God’s Day. 

Discussion: The physical reasons for 
one day of rest in seven—the mental — 
the spiritual. 

Objective: 
dience. 


The faith that is in obe- 











AY, fellows, this old world is going 

to wake up some day and rub its 
eyes in astonishment to find that it has 
been playing with holy “TNT.” That is 
God’s Sabbath Day. Some know it as 
Sunday — others as the Lord’s Day — 
but all understand that it is the one day 
of the week which God designed to be 
kept holy. God’s Word is very definite 
about the blessing that comes upon those 
who keep this day holy, and equally 
definite about the calamity that will fall 
upon the Sabbath desecrater (read Isa. 
56:2; Neh. 13:15; Jer. 17:27). 

Perhaps into no other question of right 
living has so much dust and confusion 
been thrown — by the Devil. For Satan 
knows that if he can weaken this, one 
of the great foundation parts of the spir- 
itual structure, he can lead many away 
from God who instituted it and made it 
holy. There is a great variety of opin- 
ions among Christians as to just what 
is meant by keeping the Sabbath Day 
holy. It has always been so, apparently. 
The Pharisees worked out a _ hun- 
dred specifications —even to ridiculous 
minuteness. If one picked up a toothpick 
on the Sabbath Day, we are told, they 


called it carrying wood, and that was. 


work. But they lost the spiritual mean- 
ing while they worked out details, and 
the Lord Jesus rebuked them for it, as 
we are shown in this most interesting 
lesson today. 

Where people are fighting the spirit 
of the law, all kinds of warped and 
specious arguments are injected. Some 
months ago in this column we had an 
account of a very successful chain of 
cafeterias that had grown out of the 
insignificant beginning of a hot dog 
stand —the proprietor starting on the 
principal of Sabbath keeping and clos- 
ing his stand on that day. The account 
showed how the business had grown into 
seven or eight splendid cafeterias in as 
many Southern cities, expanding in 
equipment, in popularity, and success 
all the while — and still adhering to the 
rule of Sabbath closing. Some friends 
in Texas wrote asking if it could pos- 
sibly be true that a chain of successful 
eating houses could still be withstand- 
ing the inevitable demand of the public 
for Sunday service. I checked the mat- 
ter again, and it was my great pleasure 
to reply that the organization was con- 
tinuing steadfast to its Sunday closing 
rule and was still expanding and pros- 
pering. A good deal of comment has 
come in about the cafeteria story. 

The main point is: Does God bless 
an earnest effort to obey his -commands, 
even when that obedience seems to work 
a hardship or financial loss, and when 
the method of it brings down censure 
and criticism from others? In the case 
of the cafeteria chain, the result was an 
astonishing success in profits and expan- 
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sion. That is the material side of it. 
(Read Isa. 58:13, 14, and for the “heritage 
of Jacob” read Deut. 32:9-14.) In addi- 
tion there is the spiritual blessing in 
confirmed conviction and in giving “Our 
Day of Rest” (title of this lesson) to 
hundreds of weary cooks, waiters and 
waitresses, and other employees. 

There is a wonderful little sentence, 
carrying a big truth, in John 7:17. It 
concerns this burning question of just 
what is the right thing to do, what is 
the will of God. The statement is: “If 
any man will do his will, he shall know 
of the doctrine.” The Revised Version 
gives a clearer translation: “If any man 
willeth to’ do his will, he shall know of 
the teaching.” And here is a wonderful 
commentary I have found in a precious 
little book: The golden rule for under- 
standing spiritually is not intellect, but 
obedience. If a man wants scientific 
knowledge, intellectual curiosity is his 
guide; but if he wants insight into what 
Jesus Christ teaches, he can get it only 
by obedience. If things are dark to me, 
then I may be sure there is some thing 
I will not do. Intellectual darkness 
comes through ignorance; spiritual dark- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “‘ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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Lesson for October 23 


ness comes because of something I do 
not intend to obey! 

“Behold, to obey is better than sacri- 
fice, and to hearken than the fat of rams” 
(1 Sam. 15:22). 

Fellows, make up your mind you will 
obey God no matter what the cost, and 
you will find that with each step of obe- 
dience the way for the next step will 
clear; and there will never be any bother 
as to what is right and what is wrong 
to do on the Sabbath day—or in any 
other matter of Christian doctrine. 

OcEAN VIEW, VA. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 717) 
1. The proper — of the Sabbath 
day. 


2. The finish of God’s work in creating 
~and making the universe, and the deliver- 
ance of Israel from Egypt? 


3. The resurrection of our Lord Jesus. 


4. No, “the righteousness of the law” is 
“fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit’ (Rom. 8:4). 


5. By devoting it to anything that will 
glorify him. 


6. He healed a crooked woman. 


7. He was indignant that this should have 
been done on the Sabbath day. 


8. He exposed his hypocrisy by a stinging 
rebuke. 


9. That men are more to God than cere- 
monial observances. 


10. Of the rest that Jesus Christ gives to 
those who come to him. 


bd 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To lead the girls to let Christ 
become the Lord of their Sundays, as well 
as their entire lives. 


Activity.—Develop three outlines on the 
blackboard: 1. The Hebrew Sabbath. 
2. Christ’s Sabbath. 3. The Lord’s Day. A 
teacher who has no blackboard might 
substitute a large piece of wrapping Pgper 
from the store. Iron it smooth and fasten 
it to a smooth surface with thumbtacks. 
For an additional handwork project during 
the quarter, let several girls who can 
print neatly print the Ten Command- 
ments on large sheets of poster paper 
shaped to represent stone tablets. Write 
the first four on one sheet, the last six 
on the other. 


~ Memory Verse.—“‘Remember the sabbath 
day, to keep it holy” (Exod. 20:8). 











IRLS, if you should ask a dozen dif- 
ferent persons to give their opinions 
of the right use of Sunday, you would be 
quite apt to discover a dozen different 
ideas. Instead of starting such discussion, 
let us go directly to God’s Word to find 
some of the many lessons that surround 
the subject. (Read Exodus 20:8-11.) 
Consider the position of Command- 
ment Four among the others. The first 
three relate to man’s attitude toward 
God. (Review.) The last six command- 
ments relate to man’s attitude toward his 
fellows, while the Fourth Command- 
ment refers to God’s gift to man for 
man’s own individual benefit. How was 
the Sabbath a benefit? 1. It permitted 
more time for worship than was possible 
any other day. 2. It gave time for phys- 
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ical rest and refreshing. 3. It reminded 
Israel of God’s finished creation, his 
constant goodness, and man’s dependence 
upon the Creator. 

Perhaps the first time the Sabbath was 
observed by man was in the wilderness 
when, by God’s gracious compassion, he 
provided on the sixth day sufficient sup- 
plies for two days, thus actually giving 
a rest day to his people. (Review Exodus 
16.) “Remember the sabbath,” God later 
directed the Hebrews, and it would have 
been impossible for them to have done 
very much remembering if they had kept 
on working all day as usual. This was 
emphasized again during the time when 
the Israelites were building the Taber- 
nacle. God warned them to keep the 
Sabbaths holy (Exod. 31:12-17). Not 
even an important religious project 
should rob the people of their day of 
specific rest and worship (Isa. 58:13, 14). 

(These topics might be assigned for 
research: “Decline of Sabbath worship 
among the Israelites,” “Development of 
traditions and ritual.’’) 

By the time the Lord Jesus came to 
earth, the Sabbath had suffered much 
corruption. Many of the people did not 
remember it in any manner whatso- 
ever, while others were so absorbed with 
details of their ritual that they became 
cold and inhuman regarding the needs 
of suffering neighbors. By tradition 
even the act of healing the sick was for- 
bidden. 

When Christ came, he declared, “The 
Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath” 
(Luke 6:5), and whenever he and an 
invalid met in the synagogue or any- 
where else on the Sabbath day, some- 
thing was sure to happen that would 
startle Jewish leaders. Turn.to the pic- 
ture in Luke 13:10-17. The woman who 
entered the synagogue was deformed 
and despondent. Perhaps she had hoped 
that some day, through some means, she 
might find comfort or release. “When 
Jesus saw her,” immediately he gave 
her the help she needed — physical free- 
dom and a vision of God. (Make this 
story vivid.) 

Show how Christ’s answer to the criti- 
cal ruler of the synagogue placed above 
religious ceremony the welfare and sal- 
vation of men and women. 

“All his adversaries were ashamed.” 
The Lord had revealed to them their in- 
consistencies. These men were kind to 
animals for personal economic reasons 
only, and they had grown so smug in 
their own self-righteousness that wor- 
ship of almighty God had degenerated 
into shallow, empty routine. 

Look at the other group who were 
witnesses of the miracle. “All the peo- 
ple rejoiced for all the glorious things 
that were done by him.” Does not that 
last phrase suggest one excellent way 
to keep the Sabbath? 

If you have any doubt as to how to 
spend your day of rést and worship, you 
might find help in studying sabbath ac- 
tivities of God’s Son. 1. The Lord Jesus 
sanctioned the care of livestock (Matt. 
12:11; Luke 13:15). 2. He provided for 
hunger (Matt. 12:1). 3. He enjoyed hos- 
pitality of friends (Luke 14:1). 4. He 
taught in the synagogues (Mark 6:2; 
Luke 4:16). This would indicate that 
necessary work, neighborliness, and re- 
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DO YOU REALIZE 


That over amepaee ews are gathered in NewYork? That 
this much neglected field is a mere ay to Christian mis- 
sions? That the New York Jewish Mission, founced 
in 1908 by the may 4 Dr. Theos. dimers, is strivin, 
zealously to reach t em? That this faith or - depend- 
ent upon your cooperation by gift and 

M. SSTONA RY 


Subscribe for our yf “ WIS. 

MAGAZIN. 0 per annum. 

Sample copy 10 > cents. Write Rev. Frepericx A. Aston 

New York Jewish Evangelization Society 
P. 0. Box 19, Hamilton Grange Station, NEW YORK, N, Y. 





MAKE EXTRA MONEY FOR YOUR 
CLASS OR YOURSELF 


Write to us tor information and samples of ‘ Brown’s 
Christmas Greeting Card Box Assortments.”’ The prices 
are right. Boxes from 30c to $1.00, of exceptional variety 
and value. Samples now ready. 

This is not a new plan, as thousands of organizations 
have been and are still using it. We allow a discount of 
50%. Write at once for information, and get an early 
start. 


George P. Brown & Co. 
Dept. 7 


Beverly, Mass. 





SEND and SELL 


Cards with TRUE 


TIAN 


Folk ae pithy wales. 





for Birth- 
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Sample oP, A fi SPP e820 As a 
Wee eature 9 Assortments —Also jon guar. 
ae fall Plaques, eee tated Sroupe 
OWNCARD ee dstown, Pa., Box 310 








WANTED 
CHRISTIAN DOCTOR AND A NURSE 


To locate in southern mountain community where 
no other medical aid is available for large territory. 
Strong, well-established, independent mission center 
will full co-operate. 

Excellent opportunity to build up a practice and 
carry on real Christian service. 

Address vw pease, ”? The Sunday School Times 
N. 13th’Street, Phila., Pa. 





W ANTED—Evaneelistic Helper. A young man, sin- 

gle, musician, to accompany preacher tor 
trailer evangelism and sale of literature inter field in 
South or Southwest U.S.A. Reply fully, P.O. Box 105, 
Mystic, Conn. 








Test for Parents of Boys 


Your answers to the following questions will 
help you evaluate the benefits your boy will 
receive from this school year : 

Ol Are your boy’s teachers persons of real ability 
and character? 


O Are the classes small enough so that he and his 
teachers know each other personally? 


© Does he recite every day? Are his teachers will- 
ing to aid tim when he has failed to understand a 
given point? 

G1 Is he receiving help in learning how to study? 
How to concentrate? 


o Does your boy catch the inspiration that comes 
rom studying under men who are college gradu- 
ates—and with boys who are preparing for college? 


5 Does your boy have regular supervised exercise? 
oes your boy have an opportunity to play ona 
team of boys of his own age, weight, aad ability? 


O Are there other interesting extra-curricular ac- 
tivities that contribute to his happiness and pro- 
gress? 


O How about your boy’s leisure time? 


0) What of his companions? How many of them 
are from families with genuine Christian ideals? 


Is your boy acquiring and maintaining a vital 
interest in spiritual things? 


If your answers to any of these questions are not 


satisfactory, you will be interested in Stony Brook 
School. fis seventeenth year has ee begun. 
Your son’s attitude and outlook ee be com- 

ng him to 


% ei changed by sen 


tony Brook this year. 


Catalogue upon request 
Please mention The Sunday School Times 


Sino Brock heel 


Frank E. GAEBELEIN, LITT.D., Headmaster 
Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 
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ligious services are legitimate Sunday 
activities. 

In tne acts of healing which the Lord 
performed on the Sabbath, we find that 
he cured various ailments in order that 
people might effectively glorify him. 
How would you apply each of these 
stories to your own opportunities to 
serve Christ on Sunday? 

My Whole Self for Christ: 1. My 
mind (Mark 1:21, 25, 26; Phil. 2:5). 
2. My hands (Matt. 12:10; Mark 3:2-5; 
Eccles. 9:10a). 3. My walk (John 5:10, 
11; Micah 6:8). 4. My vision (John 9: 
14; 2 Kings 6:17). 5. My life (Luke 13: 
12, 18; Rom. 12:1). 

The Israelites remembered a finished 
creation, but we remember a finished 
redemption when our Saviour gave him- 
self for you and me (Heb. 10: 16-25). Not 
for things alone, but for a living Lord 
do we offer praise (Phil. 1:20, 21). 

Next Sunday we shall study how the 
law of love may be applied in all our 
relations with our neighbors. Learn 
Romans 13:10. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


One more commandment to hang with 
the others. 











HIS is a long commandment, and 

your teacher will read it all to you, 
but you may not remember all of it; 
you will remember the first part, “Re- 
member the sabbath day, to keep it 
holy.” When you hear it read, you will 
notice that the Sabbath was a day of 
rest; nobody was to do any work that 
was not necessary. When we had the 
First Commandment, we found that God 
gave the commandments to Israel, and 
we read in Exodus 31:13-17 that God 
made the Sabbath to be a sign between 
him and Israel forever. It is the seventh 
day of the week, or our Saturday, and 
it is still the Sabbath of the Jew. Now 
you wonder why we keep Sunday. 

Before i tell you that, I want you to 
know that we do not keep Sunday as 
the Jew did the Sabbath. The Sabbath 
was 2a day of rest, not a day of 
worship. i knew a Jewish family 
of children who had been taught to 
keep the law so perfectly that they 
would not even pick up the mail off 
the floor in the hall where the postman 
left it, until the Sabbath was over. It 
was not a question of worship with them, 
but just of rest. 

This is the only one of the Ten Com- 
mandments that Jesus Christ or some 
one else in the New Testament did not 
repeat to the Christians. But after Christ 
died and rose again, the Christians be- 
gan to meet on the first day of the week 
to keep the Lord’s Supper, in remem- 
brance of Jesus Christ, as he had com- 
manded. They met on the first day of 
the week, for that was the day of 
Christ’s resurrection. So every Sunday 
is really an Easter Day, a Resurrection 
day. 

Why did they celebrate the Resurrec- 
tion day? Because it was the beginning 
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of a new life, the life in Christ Jesus, 
which every Christian possesses. Did 
you know that if Christ had died for 
our sins on the cross, and had not risen 
from the dead, his death would not have 
saved us? This is hard for you to un- 
derstand now, but you can know that 
the Resurrection is the great day which 
we remember every Sunday. 

The Sabbath was a day which had 
to be kept according to law, and death 
was the punishment for breaking the 
law. Moses said a man that was caught 
picking up sticks on the Sabbath must 
die for it. . 

We often call Sunday the “Christian 
Sabbath.” But it is a day of voluntary 
worship and service of the Lord. Chris- 
tians who love the Lord are happy to 
have a day set apart when they can 
close their offices and stores and go to 
church and Sunday school, and hold 
outdoor meetings, and read and study 
their Bibles more than on other days. 

When our country was started, the 
keeping of Sunday as a day of worship 
was taught, and all down through the 
years Christians have continued the 
habit, until the last few years, when 
Christians have gotten very careless 
about it. I am afraid they have ceased 
to want to worship. and serve the Lord. 
It is my prayer that each one of our 
Sunday school children will be glad to 
keep Sunday as a day of worship and 
service. If all the Sunday school chil- 
dren of America will keep Sunday, that 
will help to keep all America right on 
this thing. 

God required of Israel one-tenth of 
their money and one-seventh of their 
time. Shall we, with all the blessings 
God has given us, which are far greater 
than those of Israel, refuse to give God 
one day out of seven? 

Really, I think every bit of our time 
and money belong to God. What do you 
think about this? 


Mopesto, CALIF. 





w Children at Home 


The Ghost 


Founded on fact 
By Mary S. Taylor 


HE water was very, very heavy, and 

the sun blistering hot. In utter ex- 
haustion the little black girl heaved 
a sigh, placed her water-filled vessel on 
the ground, and sat down to rest. Oh, 
wasn’t it lovely! Just to sit and do 
nothing. She thought a little envi- 
ously of the boys and men back home, 
lounging around, taking life very coolly 
most of the time, while the women folk 
did all the work. 

One of the many duties of this little 
black African girl, in common with the 
other girls and women in the village in 
which she lived, was to keep the family 
supplied with water. And, in order to 
do this, she had to walk a mile and a 
quarter to the nearest place from which 
any water could be obtained — and that 
a swampy pool—for there was no run- 
ning water in their houses, no well at 
the back door, not even a village pump. 
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Every drop of water had to be carried 
from this swampy, germ-infested pool. 
The other duties were trivial compared 
to this one. But the family had to have 
water, and she must get it. 

After a few minutes, feeling revived 
somewhat, the little black girl remem- 
bered that she had other tasks to do at 
home. Nor did she forget that an angry 
mother would be waiting to administer a 
beating if she stayed away too long. 
So, once more, she started off, trudging 
wearily along until she finally reached 
the small structure which she called 
home —a one-roomed hut made of mud 
with a very small door close to the 
ground and no window. 

Not far distant the men were sitting 
around, as usual, talking this time about 
the Ghost. 

A Ghost! you say. 

Yes, a Ghost. 


Every one in the village knew about 
it, and every one feared it. For many 
long years it had been there and not 
a soul would go near it. The little black 
children never had to be scolded or 
beaten for having gone too close to it. 
Big men and little children all kept 
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well away from the Ghost. Never yet 
had anyone been able to tell how this 
wicked thing (for, indeed, they believed 
it to be very wicked) wrought its evil 
work, but its constant moving and noise 
kept every one terrified. 

Terror, of course, was nothing new to 
them, for it seemed that they must be- 
ware of everything, lest an evil spirit 
should come and attack them. So, there 
was really nothing in that village to 
make these black people happy. Sick- 
ness and misery were to be seen on 
all sides; and, worst of all, they had 
never heard of the Lord Jesus. How, 
then, could they be happy? 

Life was but a dreary existence until, 
one day, a white man came to this 
heathen village. At the sight of him the 
people fied. Another evil thing had 
come! Another thing to dread! But 
the white man was very patient and 
kind and, little by little, won the con- 
fidence of the children, and then of the 
older folks. He told them of the Sav- 
iour who loved them so much that he 
died for them and rose again. And it 
was the dawning of the first happy day 
for many when they gave their hearts 
and lives to the Lord Jesus. How eagerly 
they looked forward to the visits of the 
missionary, visits all too far apart, when 
they would hear more of the stories 
from the Book which the missionary al- 
ways carried. 

As yet, the missionary knew nothing 
of the Ghost. But one day one of the 
blacks made a passing reference to it. 

“A ghost!” exclaimed the missionary 
in surprise, noticing, as he looked 
around, that the faces of the black peo- 
ple clouded as they thought of it. 
“There are no ghosts, my friends,” he 
said kindly. 

“Yes, yes,” they hastened to assure 
him, a truly frightened look in their 
eyes. “It is always moving, and it is 
always making.a noise,” they continued. 

The missionary’s curiosity aroused, he 
asked to see the Ghost, and, in order 
to please him, but with some reluctance, 
they escorted him a short distance from 
the village, and then stopped. 

“There it is,” said a big black fellow 
as he pointed to something a little far- 
ther ahead. 

Nothing could persuade them to go 
any closer to it. The missionary, in- 
deed, realizing how very real these 
things had been to them before, did not 
ask them to accompany him. With ab- 
solutely no hint of fear the missionary 
walked deliberately to the Ghost. His 
black friends shrank back, fully expect- 
ing to see something dreadful happen. 
Then, to their horror, not satisfied with 
looking at the Ghost, he kneeled down 
and put his face into it. They were 
now paralyzed with fear for the safety 
of this white friend. Why had they not 
warned him? And why had they al- 
iowed him to go? 

If the missionary had dropped dead it 
would not have surprised them. They 
were a great deal more surprised to see 
him stand up again and come back to 
them, not in the slightest any the worse 
for his adventure. It was almost unbe- 
lievable. 

“My friends,” he said kindly when he 
had rejoined them, “the Ghost you have 
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feared so long is one of God’s good gifts 
to you. It is a beautiful spring of clear, 
sparkling water. Come and see.” 

Their fear dispelled, some of the black 
men went with him to the Ghost, the 
thing they had always been so careful 
to avoid. At his suggestion, they stooped 
down and tasted the refreshing water, 
so cool and sweet. How different from 
that to which they had been accustomed. 

And what excitement there was in 
the village when they returned, light- 
hearted snd smiling, to tell the good 
news to those waiting anxiously for 
them. The little black girl no longer 
has to think of the long walk in the 
hot sun ‘to the swampy pool. The weary 
trudge has been changed to a delightful 
jaunt. And the Ghost? Once so solitary 
and frowned upon, it is now the meet- 
ing place of happy children and grown- 
up folks, too. Happy, not merely be- 
cause of the beautiful spring water so 
close to their village, but because into 
their hearts has come the love of the 
Lord Jesus. 


TORONTO. 
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October 30. Finding Help in Public Worship. 
Neh. 8:1-3, 5, 6; Matt. 18:19, 20. 


Sunday, October 23 


Sharing Our Problems with God 
(Dan. 6:10; Mark 14:32-39) 





Mon.—Paul’s lifelong problem (2 Cor. 12: 
7-10). 

Tues.—Peter’s problem (Acts 4:19, 20). 

Wed.—A soul in distress (Psa. 22:1-15). 

Thurs.—Telling God his need (Psa. 31:1- 
15). 

Fri.—Jesus’ prayer in need (Matt. 11:16- 
30). 

Sat.—Problems of living (Isa. 46:3, 4). 











YOUNG man had been listening to 

a number of young people give 
their testimonies as to how God had 
guided them and solved their problems. 
As he left the meeting he said to his 
companion: 

“It is certainly strange that God guides 
some folks so definitely and so surely. 
He never guides me like that.” 

“Of course he doesn’t!” replied- his 
companion. “He cannot guide those who 
do not ask his advice or bring their 
problems to him.” 

$e 

No doubt many of us, if we were 
asked whether or not we had any prob- 
lems, would say right off that we had 
none. Youth is likely to be so sure of 
itself. We are ready enough to see in 
some great crisis or calamity a prob- 
lem that needs our heavenly Father’s 
wisdom. But we do not realize that in 
the humdrum everyday things of life 
God wants a share. We feel so capable 
of making such decisions as these for 
ourselves that we stumble along in a 
trial and error method, never under- 
standing that our heavenly Father wants 
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to keep us from blundering in the little ° 
things as well as in the great ones. 
For instance, how often do you con- 
sult him about the courses you must 
choose in school? How often do you 
go to him for help in choosing your 
companions? Do you ask him for men- 
tal enabling in your school work, or at 
your job? Do you take to him the little 
problems of your home and family life? 
There is a significant statement con- 
cerning Daniel made in one of our 
Scripture verses for this week’s meet- 
ing. We read, “His windows being open 
in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he 
kneeled down upon his knees three 
times a day, and prayed.” Jerusalem to 
Daniel was the place of all places on 
this earth that God had chosen to show 
his presence. It ‘was in Jerusalem 
within the Temple, in the Holy of 
Holies, that the presence of God mani- 
fested itself between the cherubim. 
Daniel kept his windows open toward 
that presence and made it his business 
regularly to pray with his face and his 
thoughts fixed in that direction. Today 
God’s presence is not manifested in any 
special place on this earth, but just as 
truly as did Daniel we may keep the 
windows of our souls ‘open toward 
Heaven, and make it our business reg- 
ularly to seek our Father’s will con- 
cerning every detail of our lives. 


$2 

We should be encouraged to take our 
problems to God by his Word which 
tells us of his “much more” concern 
and care for us. He feeds the fowls of 
the air; he clothes the lilies of the field 
and the grass. He is able and willing 
to do “much more” for us, who are his 
children through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ (Matt. 6:25-34). 


we 

We should be encouraged to carry 
our problems to God by the record he 
has given us of his faithfulness down 
through the ages to all those who put 
their trust in him. Abraham, Moses, 
David, Daniel, Peter, Paul, and count- 
less others found God ready to help 
and to deliver when they called. Lis- 
ten to Paul’s encouraging words to us, 
“Be careful [anxious] for nothing; but 
in every thing by prayer and supplica- 
tion with thanksgiving let your re- 
quests be made known unto God. And 
the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
4: 6, 7). Again comes his reassuring 
words, “My God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 

But it is well for us to remember that 
there are two conditions we must meet 
if we would have God’s guidance and 
his help in solving our problems. We 
must seek first the Kingdom of God and 
his righteousness (Matt. 6:33), or, as Da- 
vid puts it, “Delight thyself also in the 
Lord; and he shall give thee the de- 
sires of thine heart. Commit thy way 
unto the Lord; trust also in him; and 
he shall bring it to pass” (Psa. 37:4, 5). 

God cannot keep or direct that which 
we have not put into his control. We 
delight ourselves in him by fellowship- 
ping with him in prayer and in the read- 
ing of his Word. We commit our way 
to him by yielding all that we are and 














Lesson for October 23 


have to him without reserve and by 
really expecting him to guide us and 
direct us. 

Have you met his requirements for 
having your problems solved? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





[ With the New Books 
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HE Sunpay ScuHoot Times gladly 

corrects an intimation in its review 
(July 16) of a valuable book of Bible 
study by Keith L. Brooks, “Prophetic 
Research.” The Times review spoke 
heartily of the exceptional value of this 
book in sending the student to the Bible 
to find his own answers to the many 
questions on prophetic subjects, begin- 
ning with the first advent of Christ and 
ending with those concerning the Mil- 
lennial Kingdom, the student thus being 
invited to find the mind of God rather 
than the opinions of men. The review 
expressed regret, however, that in a 
book so useful there were suggestions, 
in the chapter on “The Final Place of 
Punishment,” leading apparently to final 
annihilation. While in Southern Cali- 
fornia this summer the Editor enjoyed 
the opportunity of talking the matter 
over with Mr. Brooks, and welcomed the 
latter’s assurance that he does not be- 
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plained so well in this wonderful 
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class or school come to the lesson 
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son that will make your teaching 
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paper in your class or school for ten 
weeks, for only ten cents a subscrip- 
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and addresses of your young people, 
with ten cents for each, to 
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lieve in the annihilation of the lost, but in 
their eternal consciousness. Mr. Brooks 
recognized that he had -not made his 
meaning clear in his book, and that 
there were certain questions and com- 
ments there which might lead the reader 
to suppose that he is teaching annihila- 
tion. He intends to change or omit these 
statements in a new edition of the book, 
so that all possibility of misunderstand- 
ing his position on this eternally im- 
portant question may be removed. The 
book therefore, thus amended, is heart- 
ily commended by THE SuNDAY ScHOOL 
Trmes for individual or class study in 
the great field of Bible prophecy; as the 
TImMEs review said, its many questions 
“are so clearly and interestingly put that 
one can scarcely refrain from looking up 
each reference if he does not already 
know it.” (Prophetic Research. By Keith 
L. Brooks. Brooks Publications, 2003 Ad- 
dison Way, Los Angeles, Calif., 50 
cents.) 


A Philosopher’s Victory Through 
Christ. By William Hazer Wrighton. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York City, 
$1.) Philosophy always talks in terms 
of problems. Taking nothing for 
granted, the true philosopher traces to 
its source every line of thought, satis- 
fied only when he has answered the 
inevitable questions: Whence? Why? 
Whither? It is this very factor, how- 
ever, that has led many .a philosopher 
into skepticism. Be he ever so brilliant, 
ever so earnest, it is still true that no 
man can by searching find out God. 
To simple trust, not specious theorizing, 
are the secrets of the Almighty revealed. 

The Christian philosopher, then, oc- 
cupies a strategic position. Realizing 
the limitations of his chosen science 
when it enters the realm of the spirit, 
and enjoying the certainty that saving 
faith brings, Dr. Wrighton has rendered 
in this book valuable service to thinking 
people everywhere by assisting them to 
a deeper appreciation of all the verities of 
life in Christ. Such problems as the 
real nature of iniquity and its cure in 
Christ, the way to be victor —not vic- 
tim — in the battle with circumstances, 
are thoughtfully taken up, with Scrip- 
ture references to prove each point. 
Illustrations abound, and are very effec- 
tively used. 

This book is not primarily philosophy, 
but the expression of a heart which, 
although it loves philosophy, has learned 
to love Christ more. It should be of help 
to all who are looking for Scripture 
truth coupled with personal testimony 
concerning the victorious life. 


Evergreen and Other Near East Bible 
Studies. By Arthur T. Upson. (Mar- 
shall, Morgan, and Scott, Ltd., London; 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., 80 cents.) The late Bishop 
Taylor Smith, a personal friend of Mr. 
Upson’s, suggested the title for these 
eighty thought-provoking studies in out- 
line form. Abdul-Fady (“Bondslave of 
the Redeemer”) is the author’s self- 
chosen Arabic name, and he is known 
and loved by many as a missionary of 
more than thirty years’ experience in 
the Near East. In this his latest book are 
given his own notes for his Bible talks 
presented at different gatherings in 
Egypt, Palestine, Syria, and England. 
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There are many illustrative incidents 
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in the Christian life. 
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A Study in Christian Certainties. By 
John Wilmot Mahood. (Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 35 
cents.) The president of the London 
(Ontario) Bible Institute has presented 
in this interesting pamphlet an intro- 
duction to Christian Evidences, intended 
especially for the enlightenment and 
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strengthening of young people. The basis 
of these studies is that “the Christian 
has surer ground for his faith than have 
men in any other realm of human 
knowledge. That foundation is not a 
set of propositions, but a living Person. 
That foundation is Christ” (p. 4). 

Mr. Mahood deals, in the twelve chap- 
ters of his booklet, with the essentials 
of the Christian faith, beginning with 
the existence of God, and treating the 
miraculous birth, life, death, resurrec- 
tion, and second coming of Christ, and 
kindred topics. His handling of these 
great truths is both logical and stimulat- 
ing, and the chapters are well illustrated 
from human experience. Each chapter 
is necessarily: rather brief, but young 
people should find in these pages suffi- 
cient evidence to convince them that all 
truth is on the side of our holy faith. 
The material here presented might well 
be used in young people’s societies or 
Bible classes. 


vg 


Dr. Vansteenberghe’s Visit 
to America 


NE of the Co-Directors of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, O. Vansteenberghe, 
who has endeared himself to the hearts 
of many Christians on his two former 
visits to this country, is expecting to 
come to the United States again this 
winter. Dr. Vansteenberghe is a Bel- 
gian, proficient in three languages; he 
was wounded in the great war, was con- 
verted in England, and has been one 
of the leaders of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission since its beginning, twenty years 
ago. He travels through all the eighty- 
three preaching stations of the Mission, 
knows the work of the Mission thor- 
cughly, and is a keen observer of the 
disturbing events occurring in the arena 
of Europe. His tentative itinerary is as 
follows: 
January—Grand Rapids, Mich.; New York; 
New England. 
February—Chicago; Missouri; Kansas. 


March—Texas; San Diego, Los Angeles, Tur- 
lock, San Francisco, Calif.; Portland, Oreg.; 
Seattle, Tacoma, Wash. 


April—British Columbia; Montana; 
peg; Duluth, Minneapolis, Minn. 
May—Wisconsin; Illinois; Iowa; Ohio. 


June—Pennsylvania; New York; Keswick, 
N. J. 


July—Sailing for Belgium early in July. 


Winni- 


Those who would like an opportunity 
of hearing Mr. Vansteenberghe are re- 
quested to write at an early date to 
Miss Carolyn B. Stephan, Secretary, 
Belgian Gospel Mission, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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Does Christ Stiil Suffer 
for Our Sins? 
(Continued from page 708) 


the sense of making morally, or other- 
wise, perfect, but in the sense of lead- 
ing to a predestined goal or consumma- 
tion.” “He was made perfect through 
sufferings; that is, he perfected the work 
of our redemption by shedding his blood, 
and was thereby perfectly qualified to 
be a Mediator between God and man.” 
*‘T prefer, with Calvin, understanding, ‘to 
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make perfect as a completed sacrifice,’ 
legal and official, not moral, perfection 
is meant. . . . By the perfecting of his 
consecration for them in his death, he 
perfects their consecration, and so 
throws open access to glory.” 

But if we should still have any doubt 
as to the finality of the suffering of 
Christ as our atoning, sin-bearing Sav- 
iour, another passage in Hebrews lifts it 
forever out of the realm of uncertainty. 
Under the law the high priest of Israel 
had to continue to offer himself year 
after year with the blood of a slain ani- 
mal, as a type of the atonement that was 
to come when the Lamb of God himself 
should take away the sin of the world. 
But Christ our high priest did not have 
to do this: there was an eternal differ- 
ence between him, the antitype, and the 
human high priests of Israel who were 
the types. We read: “Nor yet that he 
[Christ] should offer himself often, as 
the high priest entereth into the holy 
place every year with blood of others; 
for then must he [Christ] often have 
suffered since the foundation of the 
world: but now ONCE in the end of the 
world [consummation of the ages] hath 
he appeared to put away sin by the sac- 
rifice of himself. . So Christ was 
ONCE offered to bear the sins of many” 
(Heb. 9: 25-28). 
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Following the Home Daiiy Bible Readings 
on the International Uniform Sunday Schoo! 
8, issued by the International Sunday 

ool Lesson Committee. 


October 17 to 23 
Mon.—Exodus 20:8-11. 
The Fourth Commandment. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God... rested” 
(Gen. 2:2). God’s act was for man’s 
sake. “The Creator [who] . . . fainteth 
not, neither is weary” rested (Isa. 40:28). 
“The sabbath was made for man” (Mark 
2:27). Physical and spiritual well-be- 
ing require a weekly rest day. Chris- 
tians contributing to moral laxity by 
looseness on this question have doubt- 
less encouraged the changing of Sunday 
into “Funday.” Is your conscience clear? 
What are you doing to prevent forget- 
fulness of God? Pray for Italy. 
Tues.—Mark 2:23-28 
" The Lord of the Sabbath. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The sabbath was 
made for man.” The Sabbath benefited 
observers in body and soul. Physical 
and spiritual benefits come to Christians 
who keep the Lord’s Day. Lord’s Day 
observance is one of the greatest needs 
of the Christian Church. Don’t weaken 
it; honor and keep it. Pray for Czecho- 
slovakia. 
Wed.—Isaiah 58:13, 14. y 
The Blessings of Sabbath-Keeping. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will cause thee 
to ride upon the high places of the 
earth.” Israel long enjoyed this bless- 
ing. Edgerton Ryerson Young, mission- 
ary to the Hudson _ Bay Indians, used to 
tell how “Sabbath-keeping Indians” out- 
stripped “seven-days-a-week Indians.” 
[See also the front-page editorial in this 
issue.] Old-fashioned observance paid 
physical, mental, and spiritual dividends. 
Our ancestors believed in keeping the 
Lord’s Day. A revival restoring it to 
the Church is the unquestioned need of 
the hour. Pray for Norway and Sweden. 
Thurs.—Exodus 16:21-30. A Day of Rest. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Six days ye shall 
gather it; but on the seventh day, which 
is the sabbath, in it there shall be none.” 
The original institution antedated the 
Law. The rést-day principle ought to 
mean something to us who have the 
greater day—‘“the Lord’s Day.” Ad- 
vantages of the Christian’s rest day to 
the Church and to the unevangelized 
multitudes are in danger of being lost. 
Christian, are you “in the Spirit on 
the Lord’s day”? Pray for Japan. 
Fri.—Luke 13:10-17. Healing on the Sabbath. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Loosed from this 
bond on the sabbath day.” The hypo- 
critical ruler of the synagogue was re- 
buffed by Christ. It was lawful to do 
good on the Sabbath day. Works of 
mercy and necessity were right and 
proper. Current Lord’s Day laxity 
weakens the force of the Christian wit- 
ness to the unconverted. Whatever 
weakens Christian influence is wrong. 
Pray for Siam. 
Sat.—Mark 1:21, 22. Teaching on the Sabbath. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “On the sabbath 
day he entered into the synagogue, and 
taught.” The Church would be ruined if 
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she did not have even these poor rem- 
nants of Lord’s Day observance which 
permit her public teaching ministry. 
Shame on every one who weakens this 
teaching opportunity! Blessings rest 
upon all who keep the first day of the 
week. Pray for Australia. 


Sun.—Psalm 122:1-9. A Sabbath Song. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Glad when they 
said unto me, Let us go into the house 
of the Lord.” Psalm 26 also is “a song 
for the Sabbath day.” Note the Psalm- 
ist’s joy in the public Sabbath day serv- 
ices. In better days of spirituality peo- 
ple sang: “Thine earthly Sabbaths, 
Lord, we love,” and “Safely through an- 
other week, God has brought us on our 
way.” What is wrong with our present 
generation of Christians? We know 
more, but our practices seem to be get- 
ting lawless. Pray for New Zealand. 
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With Introduction by 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES says: ‘‘It is clearness itself . : - valuable for all pastors, Sunday school teachers, and 


other Christian workers. 


Dr. Amos R. Wells used it all the 


time and could find nothing to eqaal it. This Revell six- 


) lume edition carefully revised and corrected is a monumental work. 


Revell Large-Type Edition, Handsome Morocco-Grained Binding 


| @_ No preacher or Bible student should miss 
the opportunity (offered for a limited time) 
to secure Matthew Henry om his own terms ! 


. @. Recently a great Bible student, 


*s, Rev. J. D. Jones, of Bournemouth, England, a 

% man whose works are read by millions—whose 
8S.T. %.o, counsel is sought by thousands—was asked 
10-38 oe to begin the making of acommentary upon 
Fleming A the whole Bible as he had done on some 
H.Revell Co., 


rll ‘ete, of the Books of the Bible. His reply was: 
New York City * 

e 
Gentlemen: *. 


& 
Enclosed find $3.00 *,2 
as first payment on Mat- % 


** That has been done and satisfactorily 
done by Matthew Henry. He cannot be 
superseded,and the marvel is that he 

should have been able to do it as 


thew Henry's Commentary ~~ completely and as well as he has. 
($15.00). I will remit the *~ It cannot be done again.”’ 
balance as follows: * 
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long enough of this great “ Assistant,” which has so far 
eluded your possession, and that this will be the next 
purchase you are going to make? 


@ Fellow students and fellow preachers 
will tell you that you cannot equal Matthew Henry 
for his wealth of inspiration, help, interpretation and 
the vast store of sermons it offers, ready to be launched 
from its inexhaustible pages. 


@_ The greatest preachers of other days at- 
tributed much of their inspiration to this remarkable 
work. Alert preachers are turning again to it in increasing 
numbers. After the strife of the battle of criticism, they 
are finding it a relief in its calm, helpful interpretations. 

C. H. Spurgeon said: “ Every minister ought to read 
Matthew Henry entirely and carefully through once at 
least. He will acquire a vast store of sermons, and as for 
thoughts, they will swarm around him like twittering swal- 
lows around an old gable towards the close of autumn.” 

Theodore L. Cuyler said: “To how many a hard- 
working minister has this book been a mine of gold! 


Next to wife and children has lain near his heart the 
; Name ‘a y ourself pored-over and prayed-over copy of his Matthew Henry.” 
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